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The Newsletter of Reading School

Andrew's Tips for Success

Andrew Scola, OR (199097 presented prizes to recognizse the achieverments
of our senior students at Senior Prize Giving on December 18th, Boys
receiing prizes included our 2014 leavers, fresh from their first term at
university, aswell as current Year 12 and 13 students.

In his address, Andrew, who has built 2
business in international mergers and
acouisitions, gave some of his top ten tips
for success, Theyinclude the advice that
vou have a plan, yvou will achieve vour
goals more guickly: to never stop
learning: to dare to be different. Andrew
also advised the bovsnot to be afraid of
failure, as with each failure, wou learn and
T Fonde,

Mr Robson cutlined key achieverments
over the last yvear, including ocutstanding
success by boys taking GCSE, AS and A
Levels Inthe case of GCSE and AS
results, they were the School's best ever,

Boat Club take Santa to the river

Reading School Boat Club members entered into the Christrnas spirit by daing
one of their recent training sessions in Santa costumes.

Their cach, Mr Longstaff has ather plans in mind, asthe Chemistry
Cepartment prepare ta move inte tem porary ¢lassroams during the building of
the new Biolagy and Chemistry Labaratories during 2015,

If yau haven't had a chance to suppartthe 2014-15 Appeal yet, vou can still do
so using the donation form on the back page of this new sletter ar by visiting the
Cevelopment Section of the website. Your donation could provide a vital piece
of laboratory equipment for chemistry or biology students.

Thanks to Rory MecBride, 1

ar use of photogrmph

Wa walcoma readars” news and contributi ons to future aditions of Floreat Plaase sand them te the Editer, Frances Graanay,

by emailing development@reading school.co.uk.
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Headmaster's Note

Reading School continues to flaurish because of the
commitment of students, staff and parents ta
exeellence and character. Undoubtadly, Reading
Schanl is charasterised by an ethos that celebrates
outstanding achieverment and alsa the personal
entichment and development of its students.

The 2014 Michaslm as new sletter showeases many of
the ascomplishments of Reading School bays
illustrating the range and depth of opportunities an
atfer.

Enrichment and co-curricular activities are an integral
asped of 3 wellrounded education. The last week of
term symbalises the ethos of the school as
exemplified by the successful Reading School Spaorts
Persanality of the Year Award and the inspiratianal
speech at Senior Prize Giving by OF, Andrew Scola.

School Councill

The wark of the School Caundl has been gathering
pace this year, helping to bring student ideas and
shgagem ent to the process of improving life at
Reading Schoal.,

The Coungil consists of 16 House Prefects from Years
10and 11, which mests weekly under the leadership
of the School Captain and Viee-Captains. lssues
under discussion in the Michaslmas Term have
inzluded:

o Improving sutdoor play fadlities during break
and lunch periads, including explaring the best
location for autdoor table tennis equipment

e Encauraging gaod behaviour
o Improving student welfare

One ofthe key roles of the coundil is getting
feedback and ideas from the whale student bady.
Twthis end, they have been making presentations to
house assemblizs and form groups recently, and
have created a website, dueto go live soon, where
students can leave suggestions.

The Student Council Bulletin, is produced fortnighthy,
under the editorship of Year 10 student, William
Clennell. Wwilliam feels there are lots of things
happening in the School that are not covered
sxtensively in the newsletter ar website that people
may beinterested in hearing akbout.

Thisincludes publicsing duks that peaple may not
be aware of, and a regular reund-up of sports results
and the cutcome of house campetitions.

l'wishyou and vaur
farmilies a happy, haly
and restful Christmas
break.

& Rébson

To date
there have
besn thres
editions of
the
EBulletin,
distrilbuted
foartnightly
wia
Sharepaint
and by
email to
parents.

The
Student
Councl is
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students
and parents. You can have your say by completing
the anline survey. hitps:#f

www_surveymonkey com/r/STYIMRZE. Al
responses are ananymous and all suggestions will be
taken inte account for bulleting in the MNew Year.




Sports News

Sports Personality of the Year Awards

t)and Een Loader,

There was a padied house in the Refedory far the
Fezding School Sports Personality of the Year Awards
on Wednesday, December 17th.

Ben Loader, 11W, was aowned Reading Sdhool
Sparts Personality of the Year far his contribution an
the rughby fisld this vear. Aswell as being akey plaver
far his schaol, Ben is also a member af the Landaon
lrish 18 AASE Squad.

Ben thanked the PE staff for all their support, saving: T
had never played rughby bhefors Toame to Reading

The Nominees

Tom Hendersaen, British Trampalining Champian,
and placed third atthe Eurapean Championships

Max Heavenr
memkber of t
England U17\ljo ckey

T am and of Redding
ckey 1g

School solreally appreciate 3l their helo. "

Squash player, Cameron Ward, 135, was in second
place and British U 1& Trampalining Champion, Tam
Hendersan, whe won the award in 2012, cam e third.

The fward was presented by Dom Sandy, OR {2005-
100 who talked about his expeariences as a Frendh
International Lacrosse plaver, and the shallenges of
balancing competing at an elite level with study and
wark, Dom said: "Being shle to manage this really
kelps you stand sut when it oomes to demonstrating
vour skills te employsrs!”

Mr Pedlow was the very popular winner of the Bokb
Lewis Comch of Year Award. During his 15 years at
Reading School Mr Pedlow has cansistently gone
sbove and bevand the sall of duty in supparting
sportsteams. This year he has coached a Berkshire
Cup Winning badmintan team, the Bridge Club and
the Basketballteam, and also supports the Chess
Tearmn, on tap of teaching M aths,

The U114 Faaothall Team wan the title Team aof the
Year, far their sutstanding performan s inwinning the
Berkshire Cup at their age level

Ben Loader, & member af the Landan lrish U182 Elite
Squad




Inspirational Talks

Remembering a local hero
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Thara was dlq somajof tha
Weapon s an |pmentused ] Wkﬁl 3
after tha lecture, courtesy of the'Ba

¥ ecmangy Museum

Az part of the Inspire Lecture Series, Reading School
bovs had the apportunity to listen to not ane, but five
sppeakers disouss the stary of Trooper Patts, ayaung
saldier coming fram Reading who saved the life of a
fellow Private during the Gallipali zampaign, and
winning a Wictoria Cross for walour.

The talk apenad with a laak atthe sauses of the conflis,
from Mr Bailey-wifatson, wheo suggested that it was the
“zulture of empires” that st the framewark, far the war
after the death of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

Richard Duckett, fram Reading College braught aur
fows mare specifizally anto Gallipali. The zampaign
was clearly doormed to fail and was, as Mr. Hurst
offered, anly suczessful in its evacuation.

Wif'e then heard fram Brigadier Anthany Werey and

Music and the Brain

2n the 4* of December Big School enjoyed a symphony
of sound, thought and sdence Thelnspire Lecture
‘Musicand the Brain’ was a marriage betwesn
pevohological connedion with musical patterns.

The aim was to explain why music could waork with aur
amotions and how characteristics of any musical piece
play a partin this. Paul Massman, researcher for the
European Brain Councl, was accompanied by aneert
pianist Dlga Bobrovnika, who played pieces ta illustrate
the ideas.

The biolagical effect of musicwas explored by
axamining how the brain reacts to different stimuli. The
main idea was that of the motor reward path - the
pleasure that the brain gained by recognising sertain

patterns in music

tr Mo ssman explained thatthe hippommpus had a
lead rale in this proeess. Music has the power to conjure
up memaries fram this part of the brain, and this gives
the greatest pleasure. The brain reacts autamatically to

Captain Andrew Frendh who brought the history to life
by telling the staries of boys net anly fram Reading, but
fram Reading School We were shown pictures of
teenagers sprawled on a bench in unifarm and heard
extracts fram their letters hame. [twas apparent how
little differense there was between the young men
being shot down in the saltlake of Gallipoli and those
sitting in Big Schaol looking at their photographs. This
goes for Frederick Potts too.

On April 154 1915, though wounded in the thigh, Patts
remained far aver 48 haurs under the Turkish trenches
with anather severely wounded private, Traoper Arthur
Andrews, who was unable to move Eventually, he fixed
the man to a shovel and using this as a sledgs,
dragging him back over 400 vards to safety, under fire
all the way. Hewas award ed the Vistaria Crass by King
Gearge Win December 1915

Richard Bennett pravided a history of the Widaria Cross
before he wrapped up the lecture with a question and
answer session and a chanes to handle seme authentic
weapans used by the Barkshire Yeamanry in W1

Leaving thelecturs, what we'd heard cantinued ta
resonate and as | ercled down the new Trooper Potts’
Wifay', | cantinued to cansider what we weres leftwith -
the stary of Potts” heroism, but also a lastword fram
Bennett; that when loaking back we should always
remember to question ‘have we learnt fram this?

John Livesey, 12E

these patterns.

Characteristics of music, fram pitch and pace to scales
and harmonics, were examined in detail in terms aof
what effect they had on our emotions. & simple example
was major and minor chords demonstrated on the
pianag, which could make the mood of the music happy
o sad.

But by far the mao st enlightening fact broaught up was
that rmusicis a language. It has the akility of translating
the compaoser’s emotion into noetes, and expressing the
peformer’s feeling inte sound autamatically. The twa

amalgamate with profound effects an thelistener,

The talk rounded off with a memorable message:
Musizis the key to unlosking desp emotion and
affecting others thraugh the environment. Many thanks
to Paul Maossman and Clga Babrovnika who gave us this
enlightening talk.

Meil Shabong, 12C



Boarding News

What a fun and eventful halfterm it'sbeen in boarding, While
our senior boarders have been busy with UCAS applications

and revision for mocks, the yvounger boys have been throwing
themselves into activities and helping to decorate the houses
sothat everyone isin the festive spirit! Wishing everyone a very [N
Happy Christmas from all in boarding!

Mr MWicholas, East Wing Housemaster

he annual Boarders’ Fmﬂﬂv‘ '
I Itwas wonderful to see

har‘monlous ﬁlnt;;lnnz;?c:-ir 50& :
) ‘mince pias and cakes afte

Invite a friend for tea

Bowlina and Earlierthiate.rm,. our"r’.ear?boardera
g were able to invite a friend from the day
cinema school to spend an evening in boarding
with themn. Thiz iz a greatway for the bovs
It was fantastic to see thatthe | to show off their new boarding home and
spirit of healthy competition develop friendships outside of boarding.

remains within b.oth h.OUSES The boysloved showing their new friends
during our bowling trip round the houses, taking them to clubs
recenthy. All our bgardera and giving them the experience of prep’

w alsothoroughly er‘uoyed the in boarding. A bigthank vou must go to
new Hunger Games film at Karen Andrews, South House Matron for
the cinema. organising the evening,

R
Theatre Trip New staff and new clubs

R Tuesday 18 December, the boarding
community took their annual trip to the
West End to watch Charlie and the Choco-

Since the last newsletter, we've been very fortunate to
have had Miss Ayres and Mr Tichband jain the boarding

late Factory. Boarders and staff alike really team. Theywe broughtwith them some new dubs to
anjoved the show and it was a greatway to which the boys have really responded. Seniar cards,
endwhat's been a long but enjoyable foothall golf and boxing cuk have been real *hits” with the
term.




Student Achievement

Mathematicians win gold

Pupils at Reading Schoal
achieved &4 gold, La

1 silver and 52 bronze
cettificates in this vear's
KM T Senior Maths
Challenge, which was

| healdon 4th Novernber,

Alfred Wong achieved
full marksin the challenges
andwas best in

school, He was one of only 59 bovysin the whole
competitionto do so, placing him inthe top 03% of
mathematicians in his age group nationally,

Crpar 81,000 pupils from across the UK returned scripts
for the Senior Maths Challenge with the top 10%
receiving gold, the next 20% gaining silver, and the
next 309 bronze, Approximately 4 000 of the top
pupils are invited to sit the follow-on competition

BMOT or the Senior Kangaroo., Twelve bovs from
FReading School have now sat BMO1, and a further 23
the Senior Kangaroo,

Ciestions from this vear's Senior Maths Challenge
include:

1. December 21t 1997 was a Wednesday, How many
Wednesdays were there in 19977

A 12 B 51 Ch5E 53 E 385

2, According to recent research, global sea levels
could rise 34.8cm by the vear 2100 as a result of
melting ice. Roughly how many millimetres is that
per yaar?

A0 B4 i1 Lod EO

More Mathematical Magic!

Hot wn the heels of the Kangaraas, 12 seniar
mathem aticians sat the BM 01 test. Three were
awarded a distinction—Alfred Wong, Roy Zhang and
James Sun.

Jam es, whaois still anly in Year 10 was the anly ane
invited to the next round of the competition, whidh
willtake placein late January.

22 boys took part in the Senior Maths Kangarao this
vear, and sixweare awarded merits. Only the top 25%
nationally are awarded merits, so Charles Bucknell,
Elijah Prize, Sam Raines, Chriz Pegrum and Simon
Caolliar should feel very proud!

Chess Team win first fixture

On 26th Movern ber, we plaved our first fixture
of the vear, after receiving a bye in the first
raund. Wiy e were paired up against Magdalen
Caollege School, Cxford, and sinee we were

playing away, it was a very lang evening.

We out-graded their players on every baard,
butitwas not as easy as we perhaps
thaught; they played salidly and every paint

was hard -=arned.

Royvwas firstto finish, after an apening
inaccurasy by his appanent gifted him a fres
pawn, followed by Anthony and Alex who both
wan dase but controlled wins. Ryan played very
well, butunfortunately a minor oversight was
enough for his apponent to capitalise and gain
a much neaded paint, which left them with

some hape.

Butitwas shartlived as Alfred ceverly turnad
hiz un<lear pasition into 3 crushing advantage
and wan, securing us the win overall {we
nesded 3.5 points sincee our averages ages wers

sirnilar],

Matthew plaved up to the final minutes but he
eventually had to aceept a draw againsta very

under-graded player - a very well fought game.

Sw, a great start to this vear, and again thanks to

Mz Readings and M s Hooker for taking us!

Roy Zhang, Year 13




Student Achievement

Geographical Association WorldWise Quiz 2014

The Geagraphical WarldWise Quiz, hasted annually
atReading Schoal, is aimed at gifted and talented
geographers fram Years 8 to 10 competing for the
troaphy and accolade of being the best in the local
area.

This year 13 lacal schools taok part, including
Bradfield Callege and The abbey School, with 26
team s and owver B0 students campeting.

Reading School fislded two teams. Team one
consisted of Joshua Blake, 10E, Sanjay
Arulcelmvan, E, and Tomasen Haley, BW. Team
Twa was made up of Hariharan Subbiah Ponniah,
10C. Rohith Manikonda, 25, and Andrew Yang,
8C.

Therewere seven raunds of questians an the theme
of Carmmanwealth countries, which tested
contestants knowledge of physical and human
geography, along with the dreaded individual aral
round and culminating in a doukle paints final
Feauhnd.

Initially Langtree Schooltook the lead but at the end
itwas Reading School Team Twowho toak the
trophy with Charters School Team s Cne and Twa

taking second and third spots and Reading Schaool
Team One in fourth plase.

Itwasa great contest, enjoyed by all. Thanks ta
scarers Miss Cavagan, Mr Hurst, Mr Walder and My
Wit heal for helping make it such a great success.
Congratulations to our sampetitors for securing
another Reading School victory! MNext stage will be
to apply for the Geagraphical Assodation

Wi orldwise Challenge atthe national level.

Mr Morgaard, Head of Geography

The Victors: Reading Sc el Team.Tm. Hariharan Subbiah

Penniah, 10C, Rehith Ma%;nd Andrew Yang, 8C

Ly

Economists take on the Bank of England

The Reading Schoaol team of Brendon Casey, 134y,

Cran Binchy, 123, Dan Mead, 12E, and

Jon Richardson, 132, won the regional heat of the

annual Target Two Point Zero - Bank of England and
The Tirmes Interest Rate Challenge.

The event, ane of 42 regicnal heats, was held at the
Hilton Reading Hatel on 28 Movember 2014, The
campetition invalves teams of four students, aged
Tdte 18, analvsing UK and global economic data
and their possible impact an inflation and the
scanomic autloak for the UKL - just as the Bank of
England Manetary Palicy Committes does sach
manth.

The Reading School team recommended an interest
rate of 0.5% com pared with the Bank of England’s
official rate of 0.5% set by the Manstary Policy
Committes an & Mavember 2014, The team alsa
remmmended atotal of £375kbn of asset purchases
under the Asset Purchase Fasility, com pared with the
£375kbn agreed by the MPC an & Mavember 2014,

The team fram Sir William Perkins's Sdhaol, Chertsey

were runners up. The other schools in the heat
were: Burnham Grammar School, Slaugh, St
Gearge's Schoal, Ascot and The Downs School,
Compton,

The bovs will ke competing in one of the six area

finals of the competition in February




Trips & Exchanges

Year 9 students CERN

Cur first challenge far this trip to CERM was the dam
wake up calltoe ensure a Sam departure fram the
school terrace for the short coach journey to Heathrow,
Going through custam s was slow; two of cur
classmates were stopped and searched and so were
their bags, even though the most threatening thing
they had an them was a ham sandwich!

After atwo hours and an early arrival ataur vouth
hostel, we had a look around the main part af the city.
Qut of all eating places an offer in Genevaan a
Sunday, we finally found a little known burger
restaurant named "MeDonald's", and ate avery un-
traditional Sunday lunch. Itis with sadnessthat | must
repaort that the prices in Switzerland are far greater
than thosein England. Shackingly | had te pay 5F
138881 for asimple single burger - no fries ar drink !

After depleting

O ne of the glass moxdels'of marine life an
cur <ash

display in the Natural Histxory Museum in
Geneva. Theywen creaed by Leapakd
and Rudolf Blasclilél\in the 19th Century

Feserves on Gur
midday meal,
we visited the
Matural Histary
Museurm. For
those expacting
a copycat of aur
ownh South
Kensington
warsicn, think
again. However
this did naot stap
many of usfram
further redusing
our cash resources atthe qift shop. | asquired a
massive plush synthetic pythan!

Mext marning we hopped on a tram and headead
straightfar CERM. The firstreal indication that made us
krow we had arrived was aur sight of "The Globe of
Sdence and Innovation”. We wantad to go straight
inside, but unfartunately we had to wait until later in
the dayv. Wewentinta CERM itself, looked atthe

museumn and discovered numeraus facts, including
infarmation of how the Large Hadron Collider, Proton
Synchotran (LHC) and Super Proton Synchotron wark.
Wie alse found out abaut LIMNACs (Linear Acceleration)
which is another way to accelerate proton beams.

Wi e finally ware able to visitthe Globe, which wasfar
bettar than we all expeded. Itwas a full immersive
experience; talking abautthe big bang, how the Higgs
Bosen particle affects other partides and how we are
looking for them. The lights then came on and we were

o letloose anto a group of interactive experiences,

including sculptures, diagrams, a controllable Earth,
and the most comfortable chairs 've ever sat on.

Wi e then headed badk ta the main CERM building for
another talk, before splitting off from the main taur
group to have a look at Atlas, ane of the many sensars
attached to the LHC. WWewere given anin-

depth explanation, including facts like "Atlas

weighs 7,000 tans, the sam e as the Eiffel tow er” and
"Meutrinas are not detectad because they do not
interactwith the sensars and maost ather particles "

3 |
|

“Seeing the Large Hadron Collider and learning about
the four detectors and how they work showed an

enbicing side of sr:ienc.l_;: hat wa § thrilling for all of us™

-Tim Cats, TE

Finally we watched a short 30 film about Atlas,
showing how it warks and what it iz aiming to achisve.
After along day in CERM, most of usfeltreally
interestad in the subject and were excited to learm
about how alliders acually wark. We even found aut
thatthe next collider is going to be 100 kilometres
lang!

We had experienced a brilliant trip to awander of
maodern sdence and learnt a great deal in sudh a short
time. |thoroughly enjoved it and would recommend
itte anyane thinking akbaut guing te CERM, beitwith
the schaal ar with family.

Finally, thanks to aur minders Mr Langstaff, Mr Wekbk
and Mr Tucker for having the caurage totake an the
task and for getting their balance of autharity and
freedorm just right.

Edward Davies, PE



Trips & Exchanges

On the 27 Movember, twelve motley English Literature
students deseended upan the Sam Wanamaker plavhause
-a small, Jambean theatre governed by candlalight - ta
indulgein the magic of lohn Fard.

Standing upan the balcany, enjoying an authentic 174
century experien s, we were enthralled by the shodking
nature of Tis Pty She's 5 Whars) a play we shall be
sormparing to Jahn Miltan's ‘Paradiss Lost latar in our A-
leval course.

ltwas illuminating to see the application of candlelight,
restricted viewing boxes and live music{using all
sontemparary instruments) and the effest these traditional
elements had on the performance.

The appartunity ta watch the play performed in this
ranner bettered aur undearstanding of the Revengs
Tragedy stle which ‘Tz Pib’ exemplifies and encapsulates.
When it cormes to studving the text itsalf, this will certainly
prove invaluable. We will remember the whole experience
as aseries of sudden flights and drops: abalancing adt
between mmedy, despair and vialenoe,

Josh Janes, Daniel Gillett, Henry Smith, and Sam Dexter,
Year 132

Legacy of the Iron Lady

A group of & Level historians and economists visited
the Abbey School on Tussday 25 Movember to hear
a talk by Flarence Sutdiffe-Braithwaite, a past-
graduate student at Cambridge University. The
lecture centred on Ms Sutcliffe-Braithwaite's
research into interpretations of Margarst Thatcher
and her significance in British politics and society.

Withile not straying into 'myth-bu sting' territory, she
gave some fasdnating perspedives an arange of
key issues, including:

e 'Thatcherism'is an ideology but is not based an
SR N T S,

e Thatcher's greatest legacey was on the Labour
rathiar than on her awn party.

e Thatcher didn'twin new converts ta her way of
thinking, nor did she radically change the
scohary, cammonly assumed, but she did
radically increase social inequality acrass Britain

e Thatcher's policies were part of a glabal
movement in the 19805, and were not speaficto
Rt or har gavernrment.

The talk taushed on interpretations fram a wide
range of saurees and showed the impaortan e of
studying economic patterns in history and

understating the historical context of economics.

Thanks to staff and students at the Abbey School for
organising such aworthwhile event.

Mr Bailey-Watson, Head of History

Networking Dinner at Queen Anne’s School

On Friday 14 Movernber, Queen Anne's School hosted
a Metwarking Dinner with Reading School. Forty-five
Year 13 boys and two members of Reading School staff
joined fortyfive Dueen Anne's gitls and ten members
of staff,

Each student was asked to supply an interesting fadt
about themselres. During the first half an hour,
everyonetried to identify the cwner of their fads.

The fend was delicious and, after the main course, all

the boys moved raund onetable to their left sothat
they could mest a different set of girls.

Ahuge thank you to the students and staff at Quesn
Anneg's for arganising such a successful event.

Thanks ta Mrs Smith and Mr Meehan for co-ardinating
Reading School’s invalvement.



Making a Contribution

The Creative Space - A Music Concert for the Youth

"WMany problems affecting the youth of today stem
from one problem - inactivity. To resclve this issue,
we will create an appealing area where activities will
be run for young people ™

Wifith this vision in mind, over the pastfew months our
Mational Citizen Service team has worked diligently an
a community projed called ‘The Creative Space”. The
Mational Citizen Service (MNCS)is government scheme
to enaurage sodal astion, and a number of Year 123
havetaken part in it this vear.

Our Project

For our project, we renovated NMorcot Com munity
Centrein a deprived part of Tilehurst. Sur renovation
work cansisted of giving the community centre a
facalift.

Althaugh itwas a formidakle task, we repainted and
redecorated the shabbiestareas and bought new
equipment by raising funds W e received fantastic
comments and recommendations fram users! In

addition, a vouth greup will start upin 2015, and this
could be put down to us starting the process.

Exciting Future - The Creative Space Concert
However, we chose to take the project further. In ather
words, our project had to be sustainakble and have a
larg lasting impact Ta give areal boost to Morcot
Community Centre, we wantta buy same big ticket
items far the new yauth groaup, induding a TV and
table foothall ar paal table.

This requires signifizcant fundraising and we faund no
better way of enfardng wur idea of youth activity than a
charity concert at aur schoal Sa on January 1&th, 2014,
all ¥ear 11-13s are invited to the Creative Space
Concertat Reading School. Perfarmers will all be
students fram the local area. Anyone can attend but
there has been interest from pupils fram the Akkbey,
Kendrick, and Queen Anneg's already so it's a great
chance to meet up - bring your friends and suppaort
anyvaneyou know who is performing! It should be an
svening of fantastic entertainment!

Allfunds generated will go towards our community
action project as well as| Care For Development and
Rights [iCFDR) one of the schaol's dharities for 2014-
15, which is run by Year 12 student, Ritvi] Singh.

iCFDR is a registered charity warking an improwving
education, health and empow erm ent in developing
countries. Their social wark contains lang running
projedts and shortterm campaigns and events,
Currently one of their projedts isrunning a secondary
school in rural Badaun, India with 450 pupils.

Cetails of the concert will be displayed in posters
arcund the schaool.

For more information and to buy tickets, please
contact, Meil Shabong 12C, Stanley Glendinning
125, or Ritvik Singh 12E

HNeil and S5anley with their team at the recent NC5 graduatien ceremany
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Making a Contribution

Inspiring a love of reading

Oner the past amuple of months myself Rahan Tuli,
Andrew Wilsan, and | have taken part in the Matianal
Citizenship Schem e,

This led to us setting up a project which aimed to
improve the motivation and engagement in
education of primary schoal children.

Branding ourselves as IFP {Interest Fuels Pragression),
we raised maoney to fund the purchase aften
electronic tablets. Parthering with lacal sharity, ABC to
Read, these devices are now being used to teach 400
children with learning disabilities to read.

Supporting education in rural India

| Care For Development and Rights (iCFDR)is a charity,
registerad in India, thatwaorks to improve education, health

and empowerment in developing countries.

Taklets allow ABC to Read's volunteers to carry more
resaurces with them, without requiring dezens of
heavy books. More im portantly, the technalagy
engages the children more effectively in their learning.

The pragress of the children will be tracked averthe
next year in order to see justhow mudh of a difference
the taklets will make.

Wil st N CS bas new finished for the three of us, IFP
cartainly has not. We already in talks with lazal primary
schoals, to intraduce technolagy in the dassraom s,

We are also starting the process of supplying
technology to a newly founded schoaol in rural
Badaun, India in partnership with iICFDR {who built the
schoaol) The children there do not necessarily lack the
engagement, however they do lack resaurces, hence
supplying them with amputers will help them
develap skills useful in future careers {such asin
India's rapidly grawing IT sectar),

Alistair Fleming, Year 12

Daniel helps Children in Need

Caniel Gillett's {135)
voluntary work with
local charity CATSY PP
was highlighted
reczently when Blue
Peter presenter, Radzi
Chnyanganya, visited [
the project as part of
the 2014 BEC Children
in Meead Appeal.

Can helpsto support voung peaple, aged
fram 8 ta 14, with a diagnaosis of A5D but who
attend mainstream schoals. While the
children cope academically in school, they

One of our biggest projeds is running a secondary school
with 450 pupils in the rural Badaun area of India. ltisin a
district where just 51% of the population areilliterate. The
school isin desperate need of resources and investmeant, so
itiz currently the focus our main fundraising efforts.

Wife also run warious campaigns an issues such as gender
egquality and education. Inrecognition of both aur
campaigns and lang term projects weweare runners up in
the eMGO challengs for Sauth Asia.

The owerall experience has been incredibly humkbling and
we hopeto cantinue aur wark -in develapment espedally -
with great fervaur.

Tao find out more about aur waork, please visit our website
w it roarg

Ritvij Singh, Year 12

struggle with the social and emotional aspects
of school life.

Eachweek Dan mentors aboy, helping him to
improve his social, communication and
general life skills, with the aim of enakbling him
to partidpate more fully in the wider
community. Dan also helps aut with regular
group days aut, and running activities during
school halidays.

Cran says, "l enjoy getting involved in the lacal
community. | really enjoy working with the
children at CATSYPP. They are lovely and
deserved ta be akble to enjoy school maore.”

Az well volunteering with CATSYPF, Dan
regularly teashes at his shurch Sunday sdhoal
and valunteers another local childrens
charity.
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CCF News

CCF Michaelmas manoeuvres

Thawaathar ray have grown caldar butthara has bean no cooling of enthusiasm armoeng the mearmbars of Raading
Sechool CCOF. Training has continued te ba wall attended on Thursday aftarnoon and we have had 3 busy programme
of activitias at weakends both an and off the school site.

Tha RAF Saction has had two successful visits to SAEF at RAF Banson. WO James Robarts iz undertaking his Flying
Schoarship training in Seotland, while on the greund, seme of the first Year 10 racruits to pass their weapan handling
tasts hava baan abla to usa thair newly acquirad skills liva firing on tha GP rifle.

Thera iz much to raflact an. Flight Lisutenant Graham Jenas, of cur RAF Section, completed over twenty tw o years of
cotninissiconad sarvice and officially retired en 270 Movarmbear, GOnthe other hand, we hope that Alasdair Matthew s
will soen be cormnmissionsd intothe RAF Seetion sathathe can join hiseld partnerin crime, 2Lt Morrigas 3 mambar of
aur adult staff. Major Simon Danaganwas able toe announce ataur Christrnas Dinner an Decarmbar 1 2% (3 hearty faast
attended by past and present mermbars of Reading Schoal COF) that the gew arnment has aban den ed its proposals for
the future funding of CCFs as a result of baing made to realise just how damaging they could have hean forthe entire
arganisation.

Aswe meve forward inte 2015, we cannot but be aware thatwe live in an atrnosphare of constant change and thatwe
triust mnaintain cur afforts te provide all cur cadetswith safe and anjoyable spportunities to devalop tharmsalvas.

Capt P.F.E. Hurst

Christmas Crackers

We completed a weekend of training within School
graunds, taking partin an eventwhich we had nat besn
imvalved infor some time: Exsrciss "Christrmas
Cracksr” Thizis anational cadet radia competition
wihich ran fram 0900 on Saturday 2%h Movernber to
1400 an Sunday 30th Navember.

Preparatian invalved rebuilding the antenna an the roof
of the signals loft and sweeping outthe plaster dust
framm within !

Using a Clansman PRC 320 with 3 centre fed douklet
antenna designed for multiband use in the HF
spectrum fed with an open wire feeder and a *home
bru® ATL, we were able to generate a strong signal
which impressed some of the contacts we madein
Marth America and Germany -thefirsttime thatwe
have made international contacts as part of a cad et
signals competition!

Theteam, Cpls Le Croissette and Meerman with

Cadets Lobao and Surridge succeeded in operating
throughoutthe entire thirty one hour period and by the
time the competition ended, the atticwas like a secand
hierm e,

Their hard work was rewarded, as they waon third place
in the competition nationally.

Overnight at Bramley

-y i T G 3

LAE 3 . o " Qur overnight [ur chtirn 2!

{ EXErdse oh o Everyvane had a chance to zleep and eatin the fisld

= Bramley Training ouernight as well as learning about night navigation and
|| Areaon the first night neises, [n the morning , there were lessans an
weekend back camaouflage and concealment, abseration, target

| after half term indization and theimportan ce of handing in dean mess

o was well tins atthe end of the exercise.
o attended by a

mixture of cadets
= at different
stages in their
training. In
another example of exeellent planning, the weather
remained dry thraughout and anly really began to
deterinrate after we |eft the training area on Saturday

Aowveek later an Ash Ranges, sixteen cadets, including
some of the recruits who had passed their skill at arms
training, were able to fire the full bore dassification on
the cad et GP rifle at ane hundred and twe hundred
metres. Standards of weapan handling were high and
everyone managed to pass the test at secand dass
standard ar better, induding a healthy crop of passes at
first class and marksman leval.
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Dystopian Debates!

Los ever, this term
has been packed
wiith activity on the
debating and
publicspeaking
frant. Wi e have had
a full pragramme
of lunchtim e
debates aswell as
taking part inand
even hosting a
num ber of competitions .

Boys taking LAMD A examinations have
enjoyed tremendous success. 52 boys taok
their exams this term and 22 achieved Gold
Medals.

The lunchtime debates have been well
attended and after a politically focussed start
where we tackled Seottish independence and
the Middle East we moved inta the realms of
sdenes and technola gy with topics such as
the colonisation of the solar system, the |
daud, self aware robots and autom ated cars
sxersising our minds and attracting a lot of
very saphistizated and well ressarchad
speeches.

It seemead fitting therefore that the "Big
Cekbate” an Thursday 11% December should
be on the mation “This House Believes That
The Country Should Be Run By Sdentists *
Year 12 pupils, Neil Shabong and Ritwij
Singhas proposerswere ranged against
returning pair Julian Sutdiffe and George
Prové, who clearly had not allowed the warld
outside of Reading Sdhoal {does such a place
exist?) to dull their wits. A packed LRC,
including ne daukt many future

scientists  decided thatan the whale they
were not in faveur of the dystapian
totalitarian future proposed by the Year 12
duo.

Cebate training has been running on
Maonday afternaans far those interasted in
British Parliam entary style debating and we
hosted awisit from the Abbey Schoolfor a
friendly” competition an Oatober. We also
helped some aspiring mediss by training
them tatake partin a BP debkating

com petition for aspiring doctors at 5t
George's School, Ascot

Public Speaking

Competition News

Twe strong Reading School team s
took partin the loaal raund of
Rotary Youth Speaks in Waoodley on
Mevermber 13th, where all the
participating teams were of avery
impressive standard. Year 9
students, Josh Wallace, Vinay Patel
and Ryan Woolaghan, alang with
Meil Kokkaparampil , Seth Peiris
and Yousuf Mohammed-Ahm ed
from Year 11 were unlucky nottoo
go through to the next stage of the
ot petition.

On December Bth, we hosted the first round of the ESL
Churchill Public Speaking competition where again two
Reading school teams took part. Thiswas an uplifting
evening and Adit Rajeev picked up the acmalade for Best
Speakerwith his talk an whether Britain should apalagise
torits imperial past. However, threse very accomplished
teams fram Reading Blue Coat School, Bradfield College
and Aylesbury Grammar School progressed to the next
round.

Wife alsa hosted 3 first reund heat aof the ESU Mace Here,
because of the nesd to fisld 3 reserve team at short notics,
two Reading School teams of Jacob South-Klein and
Aleksandr Stepanyan for the proposition and Ritvi] Singh
and Meil Shabong for the opposition fought it aut aver
whether fines for oriminal affences should be proapartionats
to the wealth of the offender. Jacok and Aleks have mads it
through to the seand round which will take place after the
Christmas break.

We bid goodbye to Patricia

All of the activities mentioned on this
pagewould not have happened
without the leadership and inspiratian
provided by Patrida Williams who has
now left us.

She has given a huge am aunt of her
cwn tirme over the last eight vears and
helped vast numbers of boys to achisve
things that they probakly only dreamed
they might be able to accomplish.

Wife owre her an enarmous debt of gratitude for her years of
unstinting organisation, soaching and sheer enthusiasm. We
are anly too aware that her boots are really big ones far
anvone to fill,

However, we will try to make sure that her legacy is
maintained as we move inta 2015, and we wish har every
sucoess in her future endeavours.

Mr Hurst
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Enterprise Awards

Launch of OR Enterprise Awards 2015

In late January, the Old Redingensians” Assodation will be launching their 2015 Enterprise Award Scheme to
suppart the projects of individual pupils of all ages.

The awards are of twn types: Major Awards of up to £4600, and Minor Awards of up to £150. These arefor
individuals, or groups of up to three students, who wish to pursue projects ar activities that have an
educational, scientific charitakle, sporting or cultural purpase. The maoney can be used for travel, course fees |
aquipmeant or anythin g that is directly related to a student’s chasen activity. For example, an award could be

used to help pay for, tuition an a course; travel costs; or materials for a project.

Full details will be availakble on Sharepoint fram late January 2015, Farms must be submitted by no later than
12 midnight Wednesday 22nd April 2015

As students think ahead to their goals for 2015 and beyond, an OR Enterprise Award may help. Here are a
stnoall seleation of 2014 Award Winners,

Thanks to the OR Association for cantinuing te support the schem e each year.

Fton Choral Course In the Debate Chamber
Year 13 students Stephen Parkinson and Soham Shah, Edward Shorland, 12E, and Donal Murphy, 125,

each received an award to attend the Eten Charal attended the Debate Chamber Econamics Surmmer
Caurse in Sumrmer 2014, School.
Stephen attended the course at Durham University and Edward writes: T couldn’t have known how ussful &

writes: “Twas abls to get  would be for sxpanding my knowledges of

lats of wssful zdvics on sconomics and Hound it thoroughly stimulating.”
aplving for choral
soholarshics 75 wall a5
receiving sxosllent
vooa! uition which Fm
surs will improve my
solo singing”

Photographing the Night Sky Building Power

Maglis Ruksnaitis and Dominic Lobo worked on the Richard Shen, 1Z2E, built a solar panel system to
challenging projedt of areating a series of tim e lapse provide renewable electricity. Richard writes:
photographs of the night sky. "Throuwghout this process [Nearnt a hugs amount

with the assignmeant teaching ms how to taks
responsibility Yo plan, manags and complets 5
large profect”
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Book Festival

Book & Drama News

Reading Schoal Book Faestival 2015 pramises to be packed with interesting and varied events. twill take place
during the first week of March 2015, ta coindde with Warld Book Day on March Sth.

Activities will include author talks and readings, writing workshops, book signings, and competitions. Staff and
pupils will alse be able to take partin a Drop Everything And Read event during the wesk,

Authors anfirm ed to date indude, Simon Singh, Chris Priestly, lasan Beresford and Damian Dikken. Their
books are available from the LRC, so that bovs can do som e advance reading .

Bestselling scence writer
and film-rmaksr Simon
Singhwill be giving a jaint
Inspire Lecture/Baak
Festival afterschoal talk an
Tuesday 3rd March.

As well as covering topies

in maths, physics and

alternative medicne,
Simaon will bbe answering questions about his wark
and how he becarme a writer. He will also present

prizes ta winners of the Seienee Writing Compatitian,

Authar, actar and screenuwrit-
=r, Damian Dibben, will give
atalk to Y7 and ¥ & an Thurs-
day S of March, His boak
series, ‘The Histary Keepers',
has been translated into 24
languages, in over forty
countries, with a major film in
develapmentwith Warking
Title.

Hands On Puppetry

On December 11th, 7C and TEwere visited by the
Handsz-On Theatre Company, and taok partin a
warkshop called Times of Qur Lives’, supparted
by Reading and Wirest Berkshire coundils.

The workshop focused an raising awareness of

Gathicfiction authar and
artist, Chris Priestley, will
be giving talks and
workshops to ¥8 and &th
form English students an
Friday &th of March, Chris
has been invalved with the
Terrar and Waonder: The
Gathiz Imagination’
exhibition at the British
Likrary

Jazon Beresford | author
of the Faluleus Fish

B Fingers series, will spend
a day with students an
Friday, 13th March. He
will lead aseries of
weriting workshops and
give advice an building a
caresr inwriting.

dementia using drama and puppetry to deliver the
information in a creative and engaging way. The
boys really enjoyed the experiencs and the

com pany will visit again in January to work with 7
and 75
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RSPA

www . readinsgchoolpa.org uk

RSPA Project for 2014-15

During 2014-15, the RSPA will be fundraising to
fund equipment and furniture in one of the
laboratoriesin the new Biology and Chemistrg
Building, which is due for completion in early
2018,

These subjects are extremely important to bovs
at Reading School, as all study them up to
T =)

They are alzo gateway subjects for bovs wishing
to study STEM subjects at university—over &0%
of our leavers each vear!

Spring Fayre 2015 will have a science theme, so
lool: out for maore news inthe new vear, asthe
hard working Spring Fayre Committes gets its
plans in place.

The Giving Machine

The givmﬂ Mac\}’{me“

The Giving Mazhine enakle the REPA to raize around

£1,000 for the REPAs projects over the lastyear. It

Spring Fayre—get involved

Cnee Christrmas is over itwould be greatto focus an the
next BlG reason far eelebration - The Spring Favre, 1t will
take place on Saturday May ?th, 2015

The Spring Fayre is the main fundraising eventfar the
RSPA each year, and we need as lots of valuntesrs ta
ensure it is a success. We also need to start planning
early in the New Year to get everything in place far a
great family day out,

Thers are twa main ways vou <an help to maks the
Spring Fayre lots of fun and to raise lots of money for the
schoal.

Getinvolved on the planning committee -'We nead
maore valuntesrs te help. Therewillkbe 7 ar 8 mestings
between now and the Spring Fayre. These usually take
aboutan hour{you don't need to make every mesting -
we apprecate how busy people’s diaries get)  Itisa
greatway to getto know other parents, help the school
and have samefunfora good cause,

Use your connections - Any connections which can help
with the costs af the Spring Fayrewauld be brilliant., We
are particularly interested in anyone with connectionsin
catering, puklishing or the musicindustry, We also need
donations for the silent auction and raffle. lsyaur
cormpany willing to donate a prize or can you use your
ot 2Kills as a prize? Previous donations have induded
driving lessans, Indian moking lessans, holiday cottage
tor aweek, landscapes gardening. Please be imaginative
in how you can help. 1tis good to have affers of
donations early soowe can add them to the publicity

r aterial.

f you <an help in anyway please email San
{san@®rod dy.clara.net) or Patricia Fryer
p.cfryver@®gmail com)

cost, All funds come from the referral fee paid by anline
retailers, such as Amazen, John Lewis, Teson, Asda,
Sainsburys, Ebay, Boots, iTunes, Boden, Mext, Wirgin
Atlantic, the Trainling, Argoes and Currys. Sowhether its
vour regular grocery shop, or buyving gifts, vour
shopping can generate extra cazh for the School.

How it work s:

1. Sign up for free at: wew thegivingmachine.co.uk

2. Rememberto access vour faveurite online retailer via
the Giving Machineweksite eadh time you shop and
you will generate a donation to RSPA,

2 The donation will be used by the RSPA to fund its
chosen projedstfs in support of the Sdhool each year.

enakles anline shoppers to donate a pereentage of their
total shopping kill to their favourite charity, at no sxtra
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Forthcoming Events

Inspire Lecture —Tuesday, January 13th

Crandrew Lack of Oxford Brookes University will talk an "Upsetting the
Balance of Nature: are humans really to Blame? Drladk will be
focusing an the evidence that hurmankind has actually disrupted the
ecoloagy of the natural world.

The ledure is apen to all students, parents, staff and governaors, and will be
of particular interestto biology and gesgraphy students and anyane who is
cancerned about man's impaston the natural enviranment.

The talk will begin at 3.45pm in Big School, precsded by refreshments in
the Refectary,

Big Band Ball - Saturday, February 7th

The bays in the jazz band have been rehearsing vigorausly far this
extravaganza of musicand dance. It wasa very papular event last year, and
tick ets are already sold out far 2015,

The arganisers, Reading S¢hool Friends of Music are now operating a
waiting lists for tickets, Contact RSFOM, via their website
twww.rsfom.couk) for details.

RSPA Ceilidh - Saturday, March 21st

fvou prefer folk to jazz when it comes to dancing, Reading Schaal Parents’
Association will be holding a ceilidh in the Refectory on Saturday, March
21st. Details of tidket prices and time will be availakle fram the RSPA in
January,

How to Restore an Histornic Train

Mr Fermor has had a book puklished. The Castle
> Class Manual {Owners Warkshop Manual)is
based on his experience as project leader of the
oh-going restaration of the lommotive Pendsnnis

ko]
Castls at the Great Western Sodety at Didcot.

Restoration began in 2000 after the losamative
returned fram a 23-year stay in Australia. Mr
Fermor devotes much of his spare timeto a hands
-ah rolein the restoration and therefore has
considerable knowledge of its engineering and
specfication. He alsoleads a group of pupil volunteers who wark an
enginesring projects at Dideot each Wednesday afternoon.

Castle Class locom otives were the pride of the GWER when intraducad in the
mid-1920s, and were heralded as Britain's most-pow erful express
passenger locamaotives. 171 Castles were built or converted betwesn 1723
and 1950, and sight preserved examples survive taday.

Mr Fermars boak provides a fassinating insight into the design, aperation
and restoration of an iconic steam locsomative. tis availakle from all goad
booksellers.

DIARY

Tuesday, January 13th
Ihspira Lactura "Upsatting
the Balance of Nature: are
hurmans really to blame? Ly
Dr Andraw Lack. 4pm, Big
Scheal

Friday, January 1 6th
Charity Cancart, 830pm, Big
Schoal

Monday, January 25th
Junier Cencart, Fprm, Big
Schoal

Saturday, February Fth
The Big Band Ball, The
Refectary, 7.30 @ 'til late

Monday, March 2nd ta Friday
March Sth
Reading Schoal Back
Fastival, see waksita for
details of all events during the
waalk.

Monday, March 156th
Spring Cencart, 7.30prm, Big
Scheel

Saturday, March 21st
RS5PA Cailidh, The Rafa ctary,
F.30 prnte 10.30pm
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Make your mark on Reading School

In 201415, we will build cur new biclogy and chamistry laboratories and will refurkish four general purpose classrooms, We ara
fortunata in having raceived a substantial govarnmant grant, which will covar the cost of bricks and mortar. Howavar, wa still
head toraise at least £250 000 by the end of Decambier 2015 to covar the cost of equiprnent and furniture in the new

labaoratorias and classroarms. We also nead to raise around £100 per pupil to mast the expanses of running evar 50 co-curricular
activities thraughout the yvear.

Wa ara working within a funding enviranmant whara our revenua grantfram governmarnt has baan cut aach year avar tha past
three years, and we have baan told that there are furthar cuts to come next acadamic yaar. We have made savings in as far as
possibile, and increased pupil nurmbers as much as our building space will allow.

If we are to continua te affar the best possible aducation o our acadermically gift pupils, we need the halp of the sch ool
cornmunity. Forinstance, a gift of:
o F5 000 weuld by the agquiprment and furniture required for a stan dard classroam
o FLO0 weuld buy apiece of spacialist laberatary aguiprmant in the naw scishce building
£250 would cover the cost of materials and expenses for the public speaking team this year
o F100would cover the cast of praviding co-curricular activities far ane pupil this year

Any donation that yau can give will help the School te continue ta enable cur pupils to achieve their personal and acadermic
potential. Thank you for your support

Yasg, | wish to support Reading School My Details
Title: First Name/s: S :
([l By making a regular gift by standing erder T e e drname
[Flase com plte sanding ordermardate babow) Address: Town:
El By making a single qift of £ PestCode: .~ E-mail:
[P hzaz= make paymentto Bzading School Charimb ke Phone: Mobile: .

Standing COrde r Mandate

Tea The Manager: [eur Ban k)

Bank Ackdress: Towwn: PostCode:

Flemse pay 1o Uoyds TSB, Broad Street, Accaunt name: Reading Scheol Chariable Fund  Account Mo 407 33560
Reading RG12BT Seart Cexle: 30-6T799

Flease pay the sum of £ On: ! S20 and the reafter Annually S Monthly F Quarerly (asappopriate)

Until further naticewr ____ 5 _720___ [as=ppropriat=]

My Bank Detwils
Seart Code - - Account Meo: ACCount name:

Signatune ; Dae: ___ 0 /20

Please treat as Gift Ald denatiens all qualifying gifts of money that | have made:

Today D In the past 4 years D In the future D (Please tick all boxes that apply)

| ceanfimn | have paid ar will peyan amountof Incame Tax andéar Capital Gains Tax for each taoyear (s April ta 5 Apdl) that is 2t least equal to the
arnauntof tz that all the charities or Cammunity Amateur S ports Cluks (CASCE) that | danate towill reckim on my gifts forthat t2ovear. | undestand

that cther taxes such 2= WAT and Council Tax do not qualify. | understand the c harity will eclain 28p of @ onevery £1 omve up o 5 April 2008 and
will reckim 25p of taon every £1 that | give an arafter & Apdl 2008,

Signatune; Daw: ____F__ _f20__ _
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Registered address: Reading Scheol, Erleigh Pead, READING RG1




