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| ntroducti on

Dear Students, Parents, Carers and Colleagues,

February, it seems, is going to be as wet and grey as January. As a community, | think we might all be a
little tired of these grey wet days! A few of us, myself included, may have been a little more grumpy or
weary than is normally the case. | hope Spring witbme soon to lift any tiredness or malaisé

In grey weeks, or disappointing situations, in grief or frustration, | think we each need two things.
We need resolve, and we need rays of sunshine

f lWARc UKk qWGH Y2RT WWI 3t YO 2 UWes JWIICE H G, hid Iccanlpbvd¥ Hlrayrod T LU
sunshine:

| am delighted to report that Reading School has been ranked as the fifth best state school in the UK for
Sport. The national authority on school sport iSchool Sportmagazineand it has ranked us 23 in the
country amongst all schools. This places us ahead of neighbours such as Wellington (with their
incredible Equestrian facilities) and miles ahead of any other schools in Berkshire.

TheSHEYYUKkt WeHET WARHLWql ¢ Ht W biEtld achieReiméiitald evén! nidre 13 G
spectacular. How can a school with an empty swimming pool, with waterlogged field$io sports hall,
and with the lowest per capita funding of any state school in Reading, achieve tRis

The answer is that collaboration, commitment, tenacity and determination always trump resources.
N6Rt Wl ¢ Ut RUNWRY Uk qWec HERII2IT WAHWHc2t UWs DWEE20Wab
because of the collective effort of our students, staffcoaches and families. Together, somehow, under
~1l W dgaWU0kt WeUsc¢201 RUNDWI UgqW!l GRUCqRYUWqVYWGI Y2RT 1J
possible, we have fostered a sporting culture rooted in commitmentcharacter and participation. We
6¢c20Wq6!l YsOWYelt Wa20t WRUgqYWaY! JWnR+qgqel Ut WgécUW
Hécl ¢aqll WeUT We GGURWVT WRaqWRULWIG ¢ qHEG It HOLWI -lihtelg8ntsn ¢ t |
and determination, and achieved above and beyond thathich could have been expected.

This national school sport rankingreveals a commitment to collaboration, and shows the sort of
H6cl ¢cRqUl WagécaqWile Ut Wadl Wikt WOYq6RUNLWSs WJWHE Uk q WI

So:
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of revising broadly and deeply.
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When you work hard in the rain, and fulfil yaypotential, you become a ray of hope for those who love
and admire you the most.

Yes, thingsmay have felthard and greyfor some - but look what we can do together. Our circumstances
do not define us. Our character does. Keep going. Spring will come.

Chris Evans
Headmaster
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Locker Rental

Parents and students are reminded that lockers are available to rent for the remainder of this academic
year through ourlocker provider, Secure Locker Rental Ltd. Lockers provide a simple and secure way
for students to store books and equipment during the school day.

2U0q¢ ROt WYUWSYs WaqVYWl WOqWe wWavYat W AWRUHAHG2T RUNDWY UG
included in this link, which has also been displayedn locker end panels

We encourage families who feel a locker would be beneficial to review the information and make
arrangements directly with the provider.

Head of House - we are looking for an energetic, compassionate Head of House to work with our
dedicated pastoral team and lead the allocated House to flourish in all aspects of school life. You can
find out more about the roleby

Exam Invigilators - We are seeking to appoint Exam Invigilators to be part of our team to assist in the
smooth running of internal and external examinations. This role would work very well for someone
looking for employment that doesn't require a big commitment of timeTo find outmore,

Chef de Partie - Working as part of a dedicated and friendly team, under the direction of the Catering
Manager, we have an exciting opportunity for a Chef de Partie to join our Catering Team. You will input
into menus, order food supplies and will be keen to develop youmlowledge and cooking techniques

in a busy, thriving environmentTofind out more,


https://mynewterm.com/jobs/136449/EDV-2026-RS-89352
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/136449/EDV-2026-RS-28186
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/136449/EDV-2026-RS-92210

School Community News

Where competitive success and inclusive participation go hand in hand

Reading School has been ranked fifth nationally among state schools ®chool Sportd ¢ D¢ ARU I
prestigious Top 200 Schools for Sport, placing 25th overall among all UK schools.

The ranking recognises schools across both the state and independent sectors for excellence in
sporting performance and breadth of participation, celebrating those that place sport at the heart of
school life.

N6Rt WecHERW2VGWUqWI UnaWHEqt WagdDWHYIGWHqR2UIWUINNYI
families in fostering a sporting culture rooted in commitment, character and opportunity, alongside
competitive success.

Steve Allen, Head of Sport and PE at Reading School, said:

rBeing ranked fifth nationally among state schools is something we are extremely proud of. It reflects a
huge team effort to make sport such a central part of our culture.

We do not have extensive sporting facilities, but we do have outstanding staff, committed students and
incredibly supportive parents, and that is what makes the difference. We compete in everything we can,
give our best every time, and approach both succesand setbacks with the same humility and desire
to learn.

From national success in badminton and table tennis to mass participation through competitions such
as the Football Nations Cups for our B teams, sport at Reading School is about effort, character and
developing superb young mernb
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Each year,School Sportassesses performance across a wide range of sports, taking into account both
competitive results and levels of participation. Inclusion in the Top 200 is widely seen as a mark of a

I #6 Y VY -ketmlbdmmiint@nt to a broad and successful sporting programme

N6 Rt WU¢cqRYUcaWw WEYNURqRYUW WRUNY!I #IIJt WAWeT RUNDWEF
developing resilience, teamwork and confidence, and that sustained excellence is driven not by
facilities alone, but by people, purpose and shared Vaes.



County Champion, National Ambitions

Following on the heels of Reading School being ranked"5

(as a state school) inSchool Sporti ¢ D¢ ARUINK t WG
Top 200 Schools for Sportsport at Reading School is about

far more than medals and results. We suggest that it is also
about discipline, resilience and the determination to keep
improving. This week, we share news of an outstanding
Year 7 student, Taksh C (7W) who recently compedan the
Berks & South Bucks ASA County Speed Swimming
Championships which saw him secure 16 gold medals, a

t RG21JI AWe UT W6 IWGI It qRNDRYe2t W
top male swimmer.

Through his reflections on preparation, setbacks and
ambition, his interview offers a powerful insight into the
mindset required to perform at the highest level, and into
the values that underpin excellence at Reading School.

Q: Tell us more about the Berks & South Bucks ASA (BSBASA) County Speed Swimming
Championships 2026.

The championships are held in Wycombe over two weekends in January and is for club swimmers who
have qualified for specific races. There were 600 swimmers from across the county who competatl

the event. | secured 14 gold medals and 1 silver across my individual events and also 2 gold medals in
my team relay events for my club. | also set a County Record for the 100m Breaststroke in the 12yr age

group.
AalloYels I WWedt YWesel T Wl W WJWhx¢adHDI qWES RIJGT Kk Ws
T how did this make you feel?

| felt really proud, and it made me want to win this trophy again next year, which means | will need to
work harder and train more.

Q: You sound as if you've got a really competitive nature - have you always had that?

Probably not. When | first started swimming lessons at my local leisure centre, | was just learning how
to swim and having fun. Later, one of the teachers noticed | was doing really well and moved me up
through the stages quickly. After that, | joined a sismming club, where the coaches helped me improve
my strokes, endurance and speed.

Q: The competition involved two weekends and multiple races. How did you prepare, physically
and mentally?

f Wt Os Wf WORWIT VT WgYWAPIW!I Jeda! WHel UnedWHWACcC2t JWR
getting no points. Mentally, | prepared by thinking about what | would do if | did get disqualified, learning
from it, moving on and focusing on the next 1.

Physically, | trained with my coach, who set sessions focused on my strongest stroke, butterfly. Along
with that | also worked on my other strokes like backstroke, breaststroke and freestyle to make sure |
was ready for every race.

Q: What does a typical week of training look like for you, especially in the lead up to
competitions?



| normally train 11.5 hours each week with sessions mostly in the evenings, but also in the morning on
Mondays and Wednesdays. In the leadip to a competition, on Fridays, | generally rest, eat well and
recover.

Q: Was there a race or a moment during the competition that you found particularly challenging?
Duringthe 2060 g | WWHAHI B¢t qf ql YE DAWE WHYGGUWqRqY! WHIJE q WG 13!
qRGOE WARMNY! DOWf qWs ¢t WYOUPWYnWagé Wl ¢ #IJt Wad ¢ aqlid el 1
Q: What lessons about yourself has swimming taught you?

| think you can grow from failures like getting disqualified, not hitting your personal best, or trying

F YOUq6RUNWUWUs OWT qkt WHWaqaqll WgYWadaKel UWnl YaWagé 1Jt 1J
usually take a video of my races, so | watch it, ewhat went wrong, and then work on fixing it in training.

Q: Looking ahead, what goals are you working on next?

fWs cUqllgYWhe¢dRN! WnVY!l W6 JW ¢ qRY Uc¢ Ehglatditbdmakd it, ISac | HOU
gqécaqkt WG! WO+ qWHRNDLWNYCE QIO

Q: What advice would you give to other students who may want to pursue sport at a high level?
OYek20WNYqWaqYW6ec2WlWI Rt HFRGIRUWWRNW! Ye Ws ¢UqlaYWw
GYqR2cqUl lOWoYaWéc2WWaqYWag6RUT Allwsf Ws ¢ Ugqllg YWHII W6
improving.

Aallf qut Ye Ol t WG Rt JW! Yravka? dduldrR¥aelithi StihboYdo to Bi@mott youwrity U LU

your journey?

Definitely. If the school could bring back the swimming pool, it would be really helpful. On days that |

T YUOkquwéec2lWayY!l OURUNWa!l ¢ RURUNWs Ra6 WG! WHG2 AALWT Ws Ye
start school.
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Choral Evensong 2026 i Thursday 26 February 2026

_ TheMusic Department is delighted to invite you to a traditional

Choral Evensong in the School Chapel on Thursday 26
February 2026.

This event is free and open to all. Register via the link below
Choral to reserve your seat and enjoy a serene break from your day in
our tranquil chapel, accompanied by the beautiful music of the
Reading School Chapel Choir.

Evensong

Book now - hitps://alumni.reading -
school.co.uk/events/view/choral -evensong-2026

Location: Chapel, Reading School, Erleigh Road, Reading
Time: 5:00pm 1 6:00pm

Programme:

1 Introit: Drop Drop Slow Tearg O. Gibbons

1 Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis: Walmisley in D minor

1 Psalm 150: Stanford

1 Anthem: Set Me as &eal upon Thine Heart W. Walton

We look forward to welcoming you to this special musical occasion.

Inspire Lecture - Travelling & the Challenges of Language

_ We are delighted to welcome baclkOld RedingensianGraham Martin (1957
1963)for an engaging Inspire Lecture exploring the realities of travelling,
working abroad, and the challenges of language in international settings.

Graham studied Accounts and Economics at A Level at Reading School
before completing an HNC in Civil Engineering and qualifying as an
Incorporated Engineer (I.Eng). His career has taken him around the world,
giving him firsthand experience of internationa work beyond the
classroom.

Duringthe lecture, Graham will also reflect on his time as a pupil at Reading School, offering an insight
into how school life has changed over the decades. The talk will be followed &gT15 minutes of
audience questions.

This lecture will be particularly relevant for students interested imengineering, economics,
international careers, or globaltravel.

Date: Tuesday 3March 2026
Time: 13:00-13:45
Venue: Lecture Theatre, Reading School, RG1 5LW

RSVP here:nspire Lecture: Travelling and The Challenges of Language | Events | The Redingensians

Student-Led Charity Concert in Support of Thames Valley Air Ambulance


https://alumni.reading-school.co.uk/events/view/choral-evensong-2026
https://alumni.reading-school.co.uk/events/view/choral-evensong-2026
https://alumni.reading-school.co.uk/events/view/inspire-lecture-travelling-and-the-challenges-of-language

_ Parents and carers are warmly invited to a studeried charity concert hosted
4 ‘ by Reading School and Kendrick School, raising funds for the Thames Valley
| Air Ambulance (TVAA).

Enjoy a wonderful evening of music from soloists and ensembles, featuring
everything from Bruno Mars to beautiful choral classics such a® Nata
Lux(Tallis).

The concert has supported TVAA for over a decade, inspired by the rescue of
' i a Reading School student following a cycling accident. All proceeds help fund

N é Kt W 2RacdW RNt ¢2RUNW 5YI t W ¢HI VY
‘ Oxfordshire.

Date: Friday 6 March
Time: 6.30pmT18.30pm
Venue: Kendrick School, Main Hall, RG1 5BN

Book now: Air Ambulance Charity Concert 2026 Tickets, Kendrick School Main Hall, Reading |
TryBooking United Kingdom

Faith and Reason Lecture i Thursday 26 March 2026

Hosted by the Reading School Chaplaincy, we are inviting students
to the upcoming Faith and Reason Lecture omhursday 26 March
2026, 3:30T1 4:30 PM, Reading School, RG15LW.

Lecture: What Does It Mean to Be Human in an Age of Al?
Speaker: Jeremy Peckham, Commissioner at the Al, Faith and
Civil Society Commission

In this engaging talk, the speaker will explore how artificial
intelligence is shaping our understanding of humanity, ethics, and society, and the opportunities and
challenges this presents for individuals and communities.

The lecture is part ofA 13 ¢ T R U N A&k &Gnid Réagoh series, which explores the interplay between
religion and science.The eventhas beenpromoted to students andwe encourage parents to support
them in attending. Parents are alsowarmly welcomed to join; however, space will be allocated to
students as a priority.

Please register by clicking this link : Faith & Reason Lecture
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https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/103780
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/103780
https://alumni.reading-school.co.uk/events/view/faith-and-reason-lecture-lent-term-2025-2026-thursday-26th-march-2026

Exter nal Event s

Stand-up Comedy Night

i QQ@RA Jl? Following the successful stand-up comedy event b_rought to you by
4&@ ot e @0 on Saturday 31 Januarythe second event will feature , BX
““" g, CEO turned comedian who quit his job in 2016 and now mads a living

making people laugh.

[ Deagel DT WYUW WUgniaR+kt WhOVYAaWl Rec Ut WYnI
GUI t GUAqR2IWYUWE qqlUT RUNWa6 WWhi T T RI
children, grandchildren and 30+ years of marriagen his new standup
HYGUT ! Wt 6YsAWhRT WadWwWNI ¢ RUDT k1O

Date: Friday 6 March

Doors open: 6.30pm (show starts 7.00pm)
Age guidance: 16+

Language: The show is mainly in English
Tickets:

Soulful Events would like to thank all those who attended their first event at Reading School on
Saturday 31 January

The Abbey Careers Fair

[ YGGaYsRUOUNDWYel WARDET RUNDWEHSGYYGLWOCI 13131+ W9 YHe 2hbeyq RY
Careers Fairby The Abbey School, Reading.

Hosted on Thursday 19 March from 5:30pm to 8pm, this event features industry professionals,
universities and a keynote from Baroness Ruby McGreg&mith CBE. Open to Year 9+ students and
parents.

Register
Summer Coding Club

FunTechis a summer coding club for children that has been hosted by Reading School since 2024 and
they will be returning toSchool again this summer2026. FunTechhas been teaching Tech & Coding for
30 years and will again be offering a range of courses, including Game Development, Python, Roblox,
Minecraft, Cybersecurity, and Al.

[ 2UNWDARG6 Kkt WecUUecOW[GEt 6WECTNWY NNl { MbmpdayJAhdAebruadll ¢ q
at 10:00. All summer camps will be £200 off for the first 200 booking&unTech also offers a camp

swap option, meaning families can book now and change the camp date, location, or coursep to

two weeks before the camp start date.

External Events Disclaimer: E2 JUqt Wa Rt qT We OT I WuE+qll UcdWE21IU0
are not Reading School events.
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https://www.soulfulevents.co.uk/
https://www.soulfulevents.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/tQc3acStdWQ
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/atulkhatri/1966201
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-abbey-careers-fair-tickets-1979712793257?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://funtech.co.uk/kids-coding-camps?utm_source=school&utm_medium=headmasterbulletin&utm_campaign=RDG&utm_id=school-RDG-headbulletin-FEB-26
https://funtech.co.uk/kids-coding-camps?utm_source=school&utm_medium=headmasterbulletin&utm_campaign=RDG&utm_id=school-RDG-headbulletin-FEB-26

RSPA

The Team

Over the next few weeks, RSPA will introduce the committee members who represent and support
our community, starting with our Chair.

Introducing the RSPA Chair-Kerry Kingston (chief cake maker)

fIWWADHC G Wq6 DWAEA W96¢RI WnYdaYs RUNLG
and as a year 13 parent (and in my last year) wanted to give it my all! | do love
CWHRECGOGUNUNUKWEN21I cdwaYUqét WwyOawf g a4l
time with parents fromdifferent year groups and sharing school experiences

Rt Ws6c¢cqlRakt WedaWeHYzqr W + WaqdIW9EC |
Reading School parents and to work alongside my fellow committee
members, all with the same goal, to achieve the best outcoméor the RSPA

and ultimately the boys!

fqkt WARWYUOWe W VedWRUY RNEqWt WYRUNWGE Y
routine tasks, to legal requirements, speaking and updating fellow

! committee members regularly, sharing information with parents & carers,
YI NncURt RUNDWe UT W 200RUNWI21I0qt AWGRe Rt RUNWs Rqg6 W H
have some fun on the way!

We each have our own roles but we all have one common aim, to raise lots of money, which is far from
easy. The RSPA has raised thousands of pounds from which the boys and the School and have
benefited enormously.

How did I get involved in the RSPA? Starting in 2019, | was sewing hundreds of face masks for the boys
in house colours! Who would have thought it would be such an unforgettable first year. | then got
RU2 Y0211 WR Wkkejrdiald appesl dvicki ias | thonumental challenge | absolutely had to get
stuck into. It was then that | met some of the RSPA committee whilst boxing up hundreds of cans of
spam, sardines and baked beans in the Chapel! | never looked back. After a while, when cortteeg
membersrealised, q 6 J! WHYa a0l UK qWNUqWl RT WYnWaWIAWgq6E 13! Wet t 1
never been the same since. Not sure my son was impressed with the thought of me spending more time
RULWMWBSE R wllt AEYYQDr

The next project was the year 10 photo project, which many of you will have been part of. Now in its 4th
el ALRGqAIRIWII ¢ aigi6Met ¢cUT WGYaUT+ WeUl WsRa6Waqb6IWE
continue to be popular. About to embark on a year 13 photo project!

So, as you see, joining the RSPA (as it was for most of my fellow members) was the natural next step
from helping out at the odd event and getting to know other parents and then you find you are hooked!

| would encourage anyone to get involved, thereislaY 0 I3 Wn Y1 W2 131 ! YUOUAWT 2t q WF
where it leads. You can then have a say in where some of the money raised gets allocated!

Happy boys happy parents, happy school means a happy community and a very happy RSPA. Who
sYell UkqWs ¢cUqUWUaYWADWGE! qWYnWadcear
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To keep up to date with student life at Reading Schadatlick the icons below to follow, be part of and
stay connected with the Reading School community.

O @ O

Williams F1 Experience
From the classroom to the pit lane

Our Year 7 pupils visited the Williams Racing F1 Experience Centre yesterday, exploringgbience,
BUNPRUWWYI ROUNWe UT WaqWebs Yl t WHUWSRUT wWYUOWWYnWaé6 1J LW
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https://www.facebook.com/ReadingSchoolOfficial/
https://www.instagram.com/readingschool1125/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/reading-school/

From aerodynamics and design to problersolving under pressure, it was a brilliant opportunity to
see classroom learning brought to life, and to glimpse the many pathways into STEM careers.
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