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Introduction 

Dear Parents, carers, colleagues, and students, 

My thanks this week go to all those who have represented their house in our Eisteddfod on Tuesday. A 
remarkable range of speeches, poems, creative writing and performances filled the Chapel with 
wonder. 

My thanks, too, to all those who contributed to our inaugural Creative Arts Eisteddfod strand, in which 
each house had 36 hours to build a full theatrical piece, with music and props, from a single word. 
County House took the overall Eisteddfod title. Laud House won the new Creative Arts format, taking 
ƣőĲШƣőĲůĲШŸŉШћÂƖĲƚƚƨƖĲќШċŰĬШċŰƚƽĲƖŔŰŊШŔƣШƽŔƣőШћìőċƣШÂƖĲƚƚƨƖĲеќЮ 

Equally, my thanks go to all those students who have hosted German exchange students. We are so 
appreciative of your commitment and hope that you have gained from these new friendships and 
exposure to cultural diversity. 

fШĦċŰќƣШƣőċŰťШƣőĲШ]ĲƖůċŰШőŸƚƣƚШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШċũƚŸШƣőċŰťŔŰŊШƣőŸƚĲШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШƽőŸШőċƻĲШőŸƚƣĲĬШŊƨĲƚƣƚШŉƖŸůШ
?ĲŰůċƖťЮШÑőĲǃШőċĬШƚƨĦőШċШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШƣŔůĲШƽŔƣőШǃŸƨШƣőċƣШċШŰƨůĤĲƖШƚċŔĬШƣőĲǃШĬŔĬŰќƣШƽċŰƣШƣŸШŊŸШőŸůĲгШ
Thank you for being so open and receptive to these guests, whose teachers have given us lots to think 
about. 

I must also thank our team of eight students who took part in the Panathlon Challenge at Bisham 
Abbey on Tuesday, finishing third - this was an amazing accomplishment. 

Thanks, too, to the 137 students who have represented the school in football fixtures this week. 

Thanks to those who asked such erudite questions at the local Tudor History Symposium yesterday, 
and to those who threw themselves into the Year 7 & 8 Maths Olympiad Intermediate Challenge! 

What remarkable young people you are. 
What remarkable staff, too, for delivering such an incredible range of opportunities. 

Perhaps I can finish by noting that we might have to bin all of these activities next year. 

The government has just informed us of our grant funding for 2026/27. We have been awarded 0% 
additional funding and anticipate unavoidable cost increases of 3% for staffing because of 
inflationary pressures. 

At the moment, this means we expect a £324,000 deficit. Our finance team will be working non-stop 
to try to mitigate this preposterous position, but I thought I should flag how many of the things we 
organise, run, and value are not funded by the Government. They have even stopped funding any 
ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣќƚШŉŸƨƖƣőШ ШxĲƻĲũШĦőŸŔĦĲШƨŰũĲƚƚШŔƣШŔƚШ[ƨƖƣőĲƖШ~ċƣőƚЮ 

Perhaps, parents and carers, you might join me in thanking your sons for all they do and for all they 
grow into. Perhaps you might join me in thanking their teachers. Perhaps you might join me in my 
indignation too?! 

With best wishes - not least to all those families celebrating Eid today! 

Chris Evans 
 

https://vimeo.com/1175494260/1acfb773ba?fl=ip&fe=ec
https://vimeo.com/1175494260/1acfb773ba?fl=ip&fe=ec
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Key information 

All Years 

Last Day of Term ï Friday 27 March 

08:20 Tutor Time: Year 7-11 
08:30 Period 1 
09:15 Period 2 

10:05 Breaktime for Years 7-10, Years 11-13 lessons 
continue to 10:15 

10:20 East 
Chapel  Break Tutor 

time 
Tutor 
Time Break 

10:40 Break 
West  Tutor 

time 
Tutor 
Time Break 

Chapel  

11:00 Tutor 
Time 

Tutor 
Time 

School  
Chapel  Break Tutor 

Time 

11:20 Tutor 
Time 

Tutor 
Time Break Laud 

Chapel  
Tutor 
Time 

11:40 Depart Depart Depart Depart 
County  
Chapel  

12:00   Depart 

No students may leave School before 11:40am, food will be from Grab & Go only, Boarding dismissal 
will be at 12:15 and closed at 13:00. 

Current School Vacancies 

Teacher of Chemistry  - We are looking for an enthusiastic and inspiring member of staff to join our 
Chemistry team from September 2026. We offer an exciting opportunity in an exceptional team and a 
School that is passionate about Chemistry as a subject.  

To find out more details and submit an application, please visit our recruitment portal by clicking here. 

Science Technician (Biology & Chemistry)  - We have an exciting opportunity for a suitably qualified 
Science Technician to provide effective support to our Biology and Chemistry departments. Reporting 
to the Senior Science Technician, you will ensure a safe and efficient laboratory technical service is 
provided for students and teaching staff in both departments.  

To find out more details and submit an application, please visit our recruitment portal by clicking here. 

 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/136449/EDV-2026-RS-07309
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/136449/EDV-2026-RS-36679
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School Community News 

Panathlon Challenge at Bisham Abbey 

The Panathlon Challenge is a national charity providing competitive sports opportunities for children 
with disabilities and special educational needs. Events include tailored activities such as polybat, 
boccia, and adapted athletics, all designed to promote inclusion and self-belief. 

Eight of our students took part in the Panathlon Challenge at Bisham Abbey on 17 March, finishing third 
in the competition. 

Student Support Assistant Ms Mitchell said: 

љfƣШƽċƚШċШŊƖĲċƣШċŉƣĲƖŰŸŸŰЯШĤƨŔũƣШċƖŸƨŰĬШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШƖċƣőĲƖШƣőċŰШċŰǃШƓƖĲƚƚƨƖĲШƣŸШƓĲƖŉŸƖůШƽĲũũЮШÑőĲǃШ
welcomed our boys and understood them beautifully. All the events were very accessible, and the 
students from The Willink School, who were running the different stations, were brilliant in wanting to 
include everyone, however that looked. It was a fantastic event, and I was especially proud when the 
boys placed third overall. They supported each other, got involved, and had fun, which was the most 
importaŰƣШƣőŔŰŊЮњ 

 

The group was led by team captain Aaryan K, with Alfie C, Ash P, Ethan L, Thanish J, Raja-Ali Y, Hanwen 
L, and Aidan L completing the team. Competing in an event of this kind requires composure under 
pressure and a willingness to work together, and all eight students demonstrated both. 
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House Eisteddfod 2026 

County House are this year's House Eisteddfod champions, claiming top place in Junior and Senior 
performance and finishing the day with the strongest combined record across all six categories. Laud 
cŸƨƚĲШƽĲƖĲШƣőĲШŉŔƖƚƣШĲƻĲƖШƽŔŰŰĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖќƚШŰĲƽШŉŸƖůċƣШƽőŔĦőШŔŰĦũƨĬĲĬШ9ƖĲċƣŔƻĲШ ƖƣƚШEŔƚƣĲĬĬŉŸĬШ
element which required Houses to create a theatrical performance in 36 hours. 

On Tuesday this week, the School Chapel hosted students from every year group, competing across 
performance and creative writing in three age groups: Juniors, Colts and Seniors. East House won the 
Junior and Senior creative writing categories, with School House taking the Colts creative writing title 
and East House also winning the Colts performance category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative writing winners were Arnav B (East, Juniors), Akarshan S (School, Colts) and Dylan B (East, 
Seniors). 

'It's such a privilege to see students from across all year groups collaborating on projects and 
celebrating their engagement with the arts,' said Mr R Baldock, Head of English. 'It's also a lot of fun to 
read, watch and listen to how much they have enjoyed responding to the challenges.' 

The Creative Arts House Eisteddfod concluded on Thursday and all Houses are commended on an 
incredible effort. Juniors, Colts and Seniors across all five houses were assigned a single overarching 
theme and given the task of building a three-act, six-scene theatre piece from scratch, incorporating 
original drama, music and art.  

The themes this year were: Deception (School), Destiny (West), Pressure (Laud), Unlearning (East) and 
Silent Voices (County). By Thursday afternoon, five complete performances had emerged from those 
five words with Houses choosing one of the themes to interpret as they wished.  
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County presented 'A Tale of Tempests.' East presented 'The Choice.' School House presented 
ћ?ŔƚŸƖĬĲƖĲĬќШċŰĬШìĲƚƣШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣĲĬШѣ ШƣŸŔũĲƣ-based fortune teller...who tells people what they want to 
hear.' And Laud, handed Pressure as their theme, answered with 'Pressure, What Pressure?' and won. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms A Creegan, Head of Art, shared: 

љIt was a privilege to observe the intense creative process of the two-and-a-half days of the Visual Arts 
component of the Eisteddfod. In Art, we often define boundaries to work within to help give us focus 
when making. Of course, sometimes we break these boundaries, or rules, to create, but the very tight 
creative brief opened up true creative freedom in the outcomes.  

The visual contributions were assessed on their creativity and originality of design, scale and ambition 
of artwork, synergy with performance, utilisation of recycled materials, and the involvement of team 
members in making process. I was so proud of all the artists and makers. They supported each other 
effectively throughout, uplifting peers so that people enjoyed themselves, made safely, and were able 
to make creative contributions that added positively to the ensemble approach.њ 

The event was student-led throughout, with Sixth Form prefects taking responsibility for planning and 
coordination early in the week. Visual art teams began work from Tuesday and all five houses were in 
full rehearsal by the end of Wednesday. By Thursday, they were performing. 

Congratulations to Laud House, and to all students who took part in House Eisteddfod 2026. 
















































