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CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES REVIEW 2019
Our recent survey revealed some interesting facts...

89% of students participate in a
co-curricular activity at Reading School

Socialising with peers (40%) and
boosting confidence (34%) are some of
the top reasons students participate in
co-curricular activities

74% attend a club outside of school, of
which 66% attend a fee-paying club

Sports-related activities are the most
popular with our students

Your gifts make a difference to our students
and will enable us to improve our co-curricular offering

R

eading School recognises the importance of
providing a fully rounded selection of activities in
its co-curricular programme.
It represents a substantial part of the educational
experience, involving activities that take place
beyond the academic curriculum – and usually
outside the class.
These projects enrich the experience of many
students by enhancing the academic and
personal development opportunities we are able
to provide. None of them could happen without
your generosity – gifts of all sizes have a direct
impact on the Reading School experience.
It costs approximately £365 a year per student to
cover costs such as resources, materials, venue
hire, specialist coaching, travel, hospitality,
competition fees, mentoring schemes, as well as
Inspire Lectures.
Unfortunately, our limited and diminishing
government funding does not cover this vital
area of our work and therefore we struggle to
keep up with activities and clubs offered by our
Independent counterparts. We continue to work
on extending our offering but these are limited
due to insufficient resourcing.

HOW CAN YOU
HELP?
Over the last 12 months, there have been many generous voluntary contributions made
and this year funding has helped to support a fantastic array of co-curricular clubs and
activities offered at lunchtimes and after school.

The students enjoy developing their skills together and extend their
knowledge exponentially, as they strive to solve the challenges they
set themselves! The funding enables the purchasing of components
that enhance the students’ projects and provide them with a 'nolimits' opportunity to use their imagination and make something
amazing.
Stephen Ling-Winston (Head of Computer Science)
Raspberry Pi Club
As a result, we request parents make a voluntary annual donation of £365 or £30.00 per
month which equates to £1.00 a day. This will enable our students to participate in a large
number of activities, therefore helping them develop new skills and expand their knowledge
and interests. Regular gifts are incredibly valuable as they enable us to project our funding
income and budget more effectively allowing us to offer new and fresh opportunities.

WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEVED?
We are committed to maximising the value of activities beyond the classroom, therefore activities are overseen or led by teachers and staff. We
strongly encourage our senior pupils to lead activities in order to develop their leadership skills including independent thinking, responsibility,
communication and organisational skills as a part of the ‘Floreat Programme’.
We are extremely grateful to our parent and alumni supporters who contribute what they can each year to "Building For The Future -365 Fund".
Some of the projects we were able to support in 2018-2019 include:

READING SCHOOL 1ST XI FOOTBALL
TEAM WIN THE GIBBS CUP

The team had enjoyed a very successful season, delivering
in both quality and results, losing only three of twenty
matches and reaching the latter stages of County and
National Cup Competitions. Their commitment was
rewarded with a hard fought Cup victory, winning the
prestigious Gibbs Cup for the first time since 2006.
Football training takes place regularly for each year group
after school.

READING SCHOOL BADMINTON TEAM
WIN KEY STAGE 4 NATIONAL CROWN

READING SCHOOL AT THE WORLD
DEBATING CHAMPIONSHIPS IN
TORONTO

Victory at a National level in 2019, ensures that
Reading School will represent England in the ISF
World Schools Badminton Championships due to
take place in April 2020, in Olympia, Greece. Alex D
(11W) and Toby D (11E) will be hoping to improve
on Reading School’s 5th place in the 2018 World
Championships in Pune, India.

After representing Reading School last year in
South Africa, the debating team headed to Toronto
to compete against over 100 schools in 4 different
events. Aleksandar S (12AC) won 3rd place in the
finals for Impromptu Speaking.

Badminton training takes place every Monday and
Friday at Reading University.

The Debating Society takes place every week in the
Lecture Theatre, led by our Sixth Form. Once a
year there is an annual Debate between teachers
and students.

"We are extremely grateful for the continued support
we receive from parents as everyone that makes a
kind contribution whether by a voluntary act or a
monetary one, it is all very much appreciated. This
has allowed over 20 Inspire Lectures such as the
popular Pharmacology Inspire Lecture series from
leading professionals in this field."

DRAMA PRODUCTION OF LES
MISERABLES IN COLLABORATION
WITH QUEEN ANNE'S SCHOOL

"It was a really successful evening – I
was very proud of the boys."

Mrs C Fooks, Head of Drama

Mr A M Robson, Headmaster

DRAMA DEPARTMENT GALA
PERFORMANCE

INSPIRE LECTURES

Les Miserables Performance featured a cast and
crew of over 40 students and
an 11-piece professional orchestra
(in collaboration with Queen Anne’s School).
The show featured some
outstanding vocal performances.

Greatest attendance is seen by senior
students. Junior students should be
encouraged to attend. Evidence indicates
that access to Inspire Lectures provides
students with an insight into various careers
and these are designed to highlight the
variety of career options and pathways.

"It was an incredible production,
the boys performed magnificently.
The acting and singing quality was truly exceptional."

Mr J Tunstill, Director of Music

Year 13 A Level Drama students
showcased their pieces they had been
working on over the past two years.
Funding allows us to invite professional
theatre practitioners in order to inspire
and educate boys about performance
techniques and run workshops.

TESTIMONIALS
Thanks to the generous donations from parents and alumni we have been able to
participate in competitions and ensure we have resources to offer our students the
practice required to achieve the high standards our pupils are capable of in competitions
such as Biology Olympiad, Junior Biology Olympiad, Mathematical Olympiad and the UK
Linguistics Olympiad to name a few.
Mrs F Howson, Head of Biology

It pushes us to the limits of our economic 'brains' with challenging questions. Overall,
the Economics Discussion Group has been a great tool for me to expand my knowledge
and passion for economics and I would fully recommend it to others, even if not
pursuing it for university as you develop skills applicable anywhere.
Ollie, Year 13 on Economics Discussion Group

To be able to turn up to book club on a Tuesday lunchtime and remove myself from
the world of studies and lessons is such a delight. I've been going to book club for
nearly 7 years, and it has always been a brilliant source of enjoyment, friendship, and
wonderful new books to read! Mrs Jackson's dedication and hard work has meant that
book club continues to be the great place it is, for everyone who goes.
Patrick, Year 13 on Book Club

TESTIMONIALS
MiG25 continues as a thriving Maths Club which cultivates mathematical curiosity and
builds confidence in our students, by providing intriguing and mathematically
challenging high level problems for students from Year 7 -13, every Wednesday
lunchtime. MiG25 offers the opportunity to meet like-minded, mathematically keen
students. It continues to offer the opportunity to work as a team, to communicate ideas
logically and coherently and to use initiative to achieve results. Our Year 13's are
encouraged to lead the club, it enables them to develop their leadership skills.
Regularly students that have led MiG25 have been offered places to study mathematics
at Cambridge University. Purchase of resources, entrance fees to competitions and
prizes throughout the year for exceptional performance is strongly encouraged.
Mrs C Sikkel, Teacher of Mathematics

A consistently popular club that has over 20 boys from different year groups
enhancing a range of skills including mathematics, fine motor control, spatial
awareness, social skills, strategy, storytelling, creativity, and memory.
Funding provides various materials and models to teach younger students tactical
thinking, risk and strategies.
Mrs L Kesteven, LRC, Warhammer Club

WHY DO YOU GIVE?
"Giving back to the school will
help instill the same spirit of
service in the next generation
so they continue the tradition
of supporting the institution
that has given us so much."

"I give to Reading School
because the school provides
such an excellent education
for my son. I feel it is my duty
to supplement the gap in
annual funds and help make
up this difference.”

Alumni of 1982

Year 7 Parent
"Opportunities made available
to us came about due to
selfless acts of giving from
others — our parents,
teachers, friends, family and,
at times, even complete
strangers."
Alumni of 2007

“I give because my son is
offered an array of clubs and
activities that keeps him busy
and engaged. I am very
grateful that the school
arranges them for a small
contribution.”
Year 8 Parent

HOW CAN YOU HELP MAKE AN IMPACT
Every contribution you make to Reading School makes a significant difference.
You can support us in our mission to provide and maintain our co-curricular programme by making a
donation in one of the following ways:
Regular gifts can be made by Standing Order on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis.
Please see details below to set up a Standing Order and email development@readingschool.co.uk to confirm your regular gift and record gift aid.

ONLINE: VirginMoneyGiving.com
BANK TRANSFER or SET UP A STANDING ORDER:
Bank:
Lloyds TSB
Account name: Reading School Charitable Fund
Sort Code:
30-67-99
Account No.
40733560
Reference:
365 and student's name
CHEQUE: Made payable to "Reading School" and complete the Donation Form
and return to the Society Office at Reading School
EXISTING PARENTS: Can also donate via Scopay
EMAIL: Contact us development@reading-school.co.uk if you wish to discuss your
contribution.
Interested in sponsoring Reading School’s sporting clubs and activities please get in contact
with Mr A M Robson (Headmaster) or Mrs J Chhokar (Society Office) at
development@reading-school.co.uk

Reading School
Erleigh Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG4 5LW
Phone: 0118 9015600
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