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Introduction
Dear Parents, carers and students,
I hope you are all keeping safe, well and warm.
As we come to the end of January with restrictions still in place and the announcement that schools
are not likely to open until 8 March (at the earliest), many of us are no doubt feeling the strain and
perhaps more so in this lockdown than at any other time during the pandemic. Therefore, to get
through this next period it is essential that you prioritise your own health and wellbeing and that of
your family. Therefore, I would like to direct you to the Community section of this bulletin where we
have shared useful wellbeing webinars and information.
Many of us are missing the gym and looking for other ways to exercise during this wintry lockdown, or
just want to get started with a fitness routine. It is vital that some form of exercise is taken daily
ideally outside. We would encourage you to ensure you all partake in some sort of activity.
I think the most important thing is to acknowledge that it can be challenging and overwhelming at
times and to remember that, especially now, we will not always feel ‘ok’! Make sure you give yourself
space to have these feelings and time to relax and do things you enjoy, whatever that might be.
Next week marks Children’s Mental Health Week and we look forward to providing information,
support and guidance to students throughout the week. This year’s theme is express yourself.
Student challenge
Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. This
could be through art, music, writing and poetry, dance and drama, photography and film, and doing
activities that make you feel good. Every day next week a challenge a day will be shared and we
invite all students to participate and provide examples to communications@reading-school.co.uk. By
setting one task a day means there are no excuses for not getting involved!
Remote learning – Parental Survey
In light of the government announcement regarding the continuation of remote learning until at least
Monday 8th March, a recent government report about national experiences of remote learning, and
insightful feedback from a recent student survey, we would welcome parents completing the following
short survey (one per household), so we can better understand the challenges faced by parents and
our students. We would appreciate your responses by Friday 5th February. Parental Survey Reading School's Remote Education2021.
I am extremely grateful to all the teachers and staff who are continuing to do their best, whilst juggling
conflicting priorities and to the students who are embracing remote learning and really demonstrating
their resilience by maintaining outstanding standards. Thank you also to parents for your continuing
support in enabling remote learning to be undertaken at home.
Holocaust Memorial Day
This week marked Holocaust Memorial Day to remember the millions of people murdered during the
Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution, and the subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia,
and Darfur. I am currently reading The Tenth Circle of Hell by Rezak Hukanovic. A memoir of life in
the Death Camps of Bosnia, it is a haunting and poignant testimony of crimes against humanity.
Thank you to the parent who kindly donated this book to the school library so that we can learn from
the past and seek to be ‘light in darkness.’
Students who were onsite were given the opportunity to view the LRC display and ask questions as
well as take away a booklet published by the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. Click here to view the
Holocaust Memorial Day Brochure 2021.
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In addition, for pupils at home, resources from the National Literacy Trust in partnership with awardwinning author Tom Palmer and funded by the Marks Family Charitable Trust, can be found here:
Holocaust Memorial Day 2021- National Literacy Trust.
Reading can be a powerful tool to help us reflect and this year the LRC have added the following
eBooks to our VLeBooks platform (www.vlebooks.com) and LRC Eresources for Holocaust Research.
Careers appointments for Year 10 Students:
Our careers advisor, Clare Desai will be offering Careers appointments to students in Year 10 from
next week. Students should liaise with their tutors in the first instance, if they would like more
information about the process and in order to book their 30-minute consultation.
Vacancies
Please find below current job vacancies. If you know anyone who might be interested, please forward
to them:
Biology Teacher
Economics Teacher
I wish you all a safe weekend – further snow is forecast. We enjoyed sharing all the beautiful photos
of our Alfred Waterhouse Building and school site that staff living on site kindly shared last weekend.
If enough snow falls this weekend, we ask boys to send in photos of themselves enjoying the snow,
for example building a snowman.
Mr AM Robson
Headmaster
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Excellence
All Years – Lent Term 2021
Please click the ‘At A Glance’ document which outlines the timetable for all years during the Lent
Term.
Applications are open until 7th February.

Year 11 and 13 only
Year 11 and Year 13 Interim Assessments
Please find below links to Interim Assessment Schedules for your information:
Year 11 Interim Assessments
Year 13 Interim Assessments
Year 13 student’s reminder: UCAS deadline is today, Friday 29 January at 18.00.

Sixth Form Applications for 2021 Entry
A reminder that the deadline for both day and boarding applications to the Sixth Form is today, Friday
29th January 2021. All current Year 11 students will need to complete the application if they wish to
progress into Year 12 September 2021. Please do not defer an application on the basis of waiting for
any internal test results. There will be some flexibility for option changes providing they can be
accommodated. To make an application please click on the following link: http://www.reading-schooladmissions.co.uk.
For anyone considering weekly boarding in the Sixth Form please contact our Boarding Administrator,
Mrs Hickman (phickman@reading-school.co.uk) for further details.
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Competitions
Next Generation Economics Competition
The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) invites UK students in Year 10 to Year
13 or equivalent to write about big economic challenges by 25 April 2021. Thank you to Mr D Mead
(OR 2015) for sharing this opportunity with us.
Write about the biggest economic challenges facing your generation between 15 February and 25
April 2021 to enter our Next Generation Economics Competition. You could win £250.
Click the link here for more details: Next Generation Economics Competition
We strongly encourage participation from Year 10 to Year 13 Economics students.

2021 TSL Sustainability Challenge
Theme: Protecting biodiversity
The Sustainability Challenge provides a platform for voices to be heard and recognises and rewards
the sustainability ideas, actions, and leadership of participants of all ages.
The overall winner will be awarded the 2021 Challenge Trophy and a cash prize of £500 or
equivalent. The winning entry for each age category will receive a special e-medal and gift.
The winners will be announced on 1 May 2021, as part of the lead-up to the next Conference of
Parties (COP 15) of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The winning videos will be sent
to UN Secretary General António Guterres and other leaders in the international community.
•

28 February 2021 Deadline for Challenge video entries

•

9 April 2021 Top entry winners from each age category notified.

Click the link for entry details and more information: Sustainability Challenge - Trust for Sustainable
Living
We encourage participation from Biology and Geography students.

Historical Fiction Competition 2021
The Historical Association historical fiction competition has gone from strength to strength. Pupils can
set their stories in any period or place in the past, so the story can fit in with and extend any historical
topic you may be studying. Click here for more details: The Historical Association. A recommended
minimum story length of 400 words with a maximum word length of 3500 words.
Deadline: Friday 28 May 2021
Prize winners will be notified in writing in September/October 2021. All queries should be addressed
to Olivia Dent on olivia.dent@history.org.uk
The results of the competition will be posted on the Historical Association
website: www.history.org.uk
We encourage participation from Year 7 to Year 13 History students.

The Big Bank Competition
The Big Bang Competition 2021 – showcase your STEM projects. This will take place online this
year. The Competition is open to all year groups 7 to 13. They can enter any project work they have
completed, be it at school or through a STEM club or at home! Deadline: March 2021
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Inspire Lectures
In partnership with Speakers for Schools here is next week’s full Live Broadcasts Schedule. Please
encourage your son to tune in to these opportunities!
Week commencing Monday 1st February 2021
Monday 1st February - 10-11am
Dorothy Byrne, Editor-at-large, Channel 4, Chair, Ethical Journalism Network & Former Head of
News and Current Affairs, Channel 4
LINK TO JOIN
Join us to hear Dorothy Byrne, Editor-at-large at Channel Four, previously Head of News and Current
Affairs, share her insights into her career as a journalist. During her tenure, the channel’s news and
current affairs programmes have won numerous BAFTA, RTA and Emmy awards. Dorothy will reflect
on how to be successful in the world of work and will question whether we can trust the media.
Tues 2nd February - 10-11am
Branko Bjelobaba, Finance and Engaging in Democracy Speaker
LINK TO JOIN
Join us here to hear Branko Bjelobaba, Finance and Engaging in Democracy Speaker, provide and
honest approach as to what makes a difference in terms of presenting yourself and how success can
follow failure. Branko has spoken at many schools and delivered one of our first live virtual event and
speaks passionately about the UK financial services sector and also how young people can engage
with democracy.
Tues 2nd February - 2-3pm
Speakers for Schools Experience Nursing Broadcast: Dr Crystal Oldman, CEO, The Queen's
Nursing Institute
LINK TO JOIN
Join Speakers for Schools for our first Experience Nursing Broadcast with Dr Crystal Oldman CBE. Dr
Crystal Oldman CBE joined the Queen’s Nursing Institute in November 2012 as Chief Executive.
Crystal worked in the NHS for 18 years, the majority of which was in the field of community nursing,
working with some of the most deprived communities in west London. An opportunity not to miss for
students who would like to hear more about Crystal’s journey and an insight into working in nursing.
Thurs 4th February - 2-3pm
Penguin Talks in Partnership with Speakers for Schools: How to motivate yourself, with
Adrienne Herbert and Alice Liveing
LINK TO JOIN
Leading wellness professional, podcast host and author of The Power Hour, Adrienne Herbert joins
personal trainer, blogger and best-selling author, Alice Liveing to discuss how students can motivate
themselves and maintaining their wellbeing during lock down.
HOW TO JOIN THE LIVE BROADCASTS
•

Join 10 minutes before the broadcast to be ready.

•

You can join without needing an account – Watch how here

LIVE BROADCASTS LIBRARY & MORE
•

Watch pre-recorded broadcasts from our library here

•

Please see our Schools Guide here.
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Book Week 2021
Chris Bradford Virtual Author Talk to Launch
Book Week 2021
Author, Chris Bradford, will be giving a virtual talk to pupils at
Reading School on Friday 26th of February at 2.30pm. The
talk is open to all years, but places are limited and must be
booked using this form: http://bit.ly/ChrisBradfordTalk2021. Chris
will be talking about his brand-new book, The Soul Hunters.
Chris Bradford’s best-selling books are published in over 20
languages and have received more than 30 children’s book
award nominations, winning among others the Northern Ireland
Book Award 2011, Hampshire Book Award 2014, the Brilliant
Book Award 2014, and the Quick Read 2017. Young Samurai:
The Way of the Warrior was deemed one of Puffin’s 70 Best Ever
Books, alongside Treasure Island and Robin Hood.
For his award-winning Young Samurai series, he trained in iaido
(samurai swordmanship), karate, ninjutsu and earned his black
belt in Zen Kyu Shin Taijutsu. Previously he has trained in judo, muay thai and kickboxing. For his
Bodyguard series, Chris embarked on an intensive close protection course to become a qualified
professional bodyguard. During his training, he acquired skills in unarmed combat, defensive driving,
tactical firearms, threat assessments, surveillance, and even anti-ambush exercises.
The LRC Book Club interviewed Chris last year in connection with The Return of the Warrior which
was nominated and shortlisted for the Reading School Book Award 2020. You can watch our
interview here.
Other events for Book Week 2021, which incorporates World Book Day on Thursday 4th of March,
include a Short Story Writing Competition, a Readathon, quizzes and a photo competition.
We would like to thank the Old Redingensians Association for sponsoring these events.

Book Festival Writing Competition
Write a short story of no more than 500 words based on this
story starter by Chris Bradford
The Climb
Jason could feel his fingertips slipping off the slick rock.
Every muscle tense in his arms, he desperately tried to pull
himself up. But he had no strength left after the two-hour
climb. 'Hold on! I'm coming!' cried Layla, scrambling across
the cliff face. Jason saw the panic in her eyes. They both
knew she was never going to reach him in time. His left
hand lost its purchase on the rock and he dangled like a leaf
in the wind. Glancing down at blackness beneath him,
Jason wondered if all the sacrifice had been worth it. Henry
dead. Jayde missing. Arthur killed. And now it was his turn...
Email entries to Mrs Kesteven lkesteven@readingschool.co.uk
Deadline for entries: Sunday 21st February.
Chris Bradford will announce the winner live during his virtual author talk on 26th of February!
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Harry Potter Book Night Quiz
The magic of Harry Potter is normally celebrated globally in
schools, libraries and bookshops during February each
year. This year, although the official date has changed to
June, we have decided to go ahead with our first virtual
Harry Potter Quiz. The Quiz will be run on Teams from
3.30pm to 4.30pm on Thursday 4th of February.
Booking is essential and pupils should form Teams of
between one and six. They will be required to give the
name of their Team Captain when they sign-up and all
participants must complete this form
https://bit.ly/HarryPotterQuiz2021.
The quiz questions this year have been written by previous
winners Samuel J, Saikrishnan D, and Sidh G from 10S
with technical support from Head Pupil Librarian Matthew G
and Pupil Librarians Matthew C and Rajan D. This is always
a much-loved event from the LRC calendar, so we are
delighted to be able to run it virtually.
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Integrity
Generic parental consent for offsite activities
When students take part in any off-site activities; the contact information, medical details and dietary
requirements held on the School‘s database will be used.

Local Learning Area visits
The school has a defined 'local learning area'. Visits leaving the school site and utilising this local area
(see the Educational Visits Policy for the defined area) are considered to be an integral part of the
curriculum. These visits are planned and delivered by school staff, may involve minibus or other
forms of approved transport and are delivered free of charge.
Parents will be informed of any Local Learning Area visits.
Where these visits take place within the school day your consent is assumed unless you have
explicitly asked to opt out, via email, to the Visit Leader.

Activities taking place beyond the normal school day
Parents will be informed of any visit taking place beyond the normal school day and additional
consent will be sought.

PE lessons
Due to the varied and expansive PE curriculum that Reading School seeks to deliver, we make use of
a range of locations within our Local Learning Area, such as, but not limited to: Reading University
Sports Park, Rivermead, Palmer Park and our own playing fields at Morgan Road.
All PE lessons, including those offsite are delivered by school staff. Offsite lessons may involve
students being transported using a school minibus or other forms of approved transport. You will not
be informed of the individual PE lessons that take place offsite.
Your child’s participation in the full PE curriculum is assumed unless you have explicitly asked to
opt out.

Whole School Events
For whole school events such as the annual Commemoration Service at St Mary's Church, or Sports
Day at Palmer Park you will be informed via the weekly Headmaster's Bulletin and website of
arrangements and these events will run on an opt-out basis, with attendance assumed unless the
school is notified in writing.
Your consent to these changes will continue unless you wish to opt out, in which case, please email:
dtridgell@reading-school.co.uk with your child’s full name, tutor group and advise that you wish to opt
out of the generic consent. Opting out will mean you will need to complete a consent form for each
off-site activity which takes place during the school day.

Safeguarding
Now more than ever it is important we look after ourselves and other’s mental and physical wellbeing.
Please see below guidance during remote learning.
Remote Safeguarding for Students and Remote Safeguarding for Parents
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Leadership
Debating Society
Join us in discussions and debates on current and topical issues. Led by the Arvind A (President),
Alex N (Vice President) and Malhar D (Committee member Year 12).
The committee will host a debate every Wednesday at 2.30pm via Microsoft Teams. Over the
forthcoming weeks, the motions include:
•

Wednesday 3rd February - THS protective legislation over individual freedom - Click here to
join the meeting

•

Wednesday 10th February - THS the censorship of music lyrics (Drill music etc.) - Click here
to join the meeting

•

Wednesday 3rd March – Motion to be confirmed – Joint Debate with Queen Anne’s School Click here to join the meeting

All students are encouraged to participate in Debating Society gaining broad, multi-faceted
knowledge, increasing confidence, poise and self-esteem and improving critical thinking skills.

Work Experience opportunities
Students are reminded that when applying for virtual work placements to please ensure you inform
your tutor of the details of the opportunity you are applying for, in advance. So, tutors are aware that
a personal reference may be required.
•

Springpod Medicine Virtual Work Experience - February 2021

•

HSBC work experience programme. A great opportunity deadline 21 February 2021.

Virtual Work Experience opportunities available via Speakers for School for students aged 14-19
years old include:
•

Virtual Work Experience with a leading Construction/Engineering/Infrastructure/Design
Company - interested in Smart Motorways sector & technology. Dates: 15th -19th February
2021. Deadline: 29th January 2021

•

Haworth Tompkins Architecture Insight Evening - keen to find out more about a career in
architecture on 2nd March 2021. Deadline: 15th February 2021

•

VWEX: Construct your Career with Kier - interested in design, finance, Health & Safety,
Sustainability, Planning or Community Engagement. Dates: 1st – 5th March 2021. Deadline:
17h February 2021

•

East West Railway Company - Building a New Railway - interested in Technology,
Engineering, Planning, Business Studies, Design and/or Customer Services. Dates: 6th -9th
April 2021. Deadline: 28th February 2021.

•

Green Skills in the Construction and Engineering Industry - interested in the ‘green’ plans
for the construction and engineering industry. Dates: 6th -9th April 2021. Deadline 7h March
2021
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Apprenticeships
•

PWC Flying Start degree. This combines work and university and is an excellent opportunity.

•

UCAS National Apprenticeship Week – Monday 8 Feb to Friday 12 February.

•

Sign up for Young Professionals event about apprenticeships with IBM, EY, PwC, BP, CIMA,
CGI, Vodafone on Monday 8th February at 3pm.

•

University of Hertfordshire virtual events ‘Apprenticeships: Work, Earn, Learn on Monday 8th
February at 11am.

•

EY school leaver and work experience schemes - virtual Schools Insight event on
Wednesday 10 February.

•

Deloitte – Festival of Opportunity explore opportunities from wherever you are, a month-long
online festival features a line-up of inspiring, live, interactive events.

Careers and additional opportunities
Students are reminded that careers and additional opportunities are posted to Teams. An example of
these are set out below:
•

PWC - employability skills toolkit – See learning resources for students aged 13-18, PwC’s
employability skills toolkit. Covering topics such as technology, wellbeing and how to manage
money provides lessons which can be delivered at home with additional guidance from
parents and carers provided.

•

Classics or Ancient History Lectures from Kings College London aimed at Year 12 and 13. A
free series of lectures on 3rd February from 13.00 to 15.30.

•

University of Plymouth - free webinar on mathematical proofs on Friday 5th February at 12pm

•

For all of you Star Wars fans out there, you have a kindred spirit in ICE President's Future
Leader Rachel Hopson! Find out more about Rachel and her journey into Civil Engineering.

•

'Meet the Russell Group' event on afternoon of Wednesday 10th February.

•

University of Leicester - Short introductory videos explaining what studying a wide variety of
subjects is like at University of Leicester. This could help with subject choice.

•

Lancaster University- Series of webinars and an essay competition for anyone interested in
studying Sport Science.

•

New College of the Humanities – online taster lectures for a whole range of subjects.

•

Target Oxbridge - Rare have launched a Year 10 Target Oxbridge programme in partnership
with Trinity College, Cambridge. To engage with Black students earlier to improve the
representation of Black students at Oxbridge. Please click to apply.

•

RAF Humanitarian Engineering Online Course – Year 9 Only
Students in Year 9 interested in engineering and how it is used in real life RAF humanitarian
situations? FREE places available on the following RAF supported Humanitarian Engineering
online courses taking place in April 2021. Applicant criteria applies to these courses and the
closing date for applications is 15 February 2021. The training is in Partnership with the
Smallpeice Trust. Course dates Saturday 6 to Tuesday 9 April 2021: 0900 hrs – 1300 hrs link.

•

World Skills UK – Spotlight Talks – Inspiring Careers excellence - Wednesday 24 and
Thursday 25 March 2021
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Community
Motivation Webinar
Increasing and sustaining student motivation at the forefront during the pandemic, please see
Elevate’s free parent webinar held this week, now available to be watched on this link:
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/replay. You can also download a summary sheet of the main
points here.

Stress and Wellbeing Webinar
The next free webinar is on Stress and Wellbeing, focusing on how to establish and maintain good
routines during lockdown, how to manage stress levels, and what to do when stress gets
overwhelming. The details are below:
Managing Student Stress & Wellbeing
Date: Tuesday 9th February 2021
Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm
Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register
This webinar is suitable for parents of Years 7 to 13.

Future Webinars by Elevate Coaching
Tuesday 2nd March:

Preparing for Assessments

Tuesday 23rd March:

Managing Technology and Distractions

Wellbeing
https://www.reading-school.co.uk/page/?title=Wellbeing&pid=90
NHS every mind matters - covid-19 Staying at home tips

RSPA
The RSPA are very excited to launch our new school lottery for Reading School. It is extremely easy
to join and will make an incredible difference to our fundraising efforts during these difficult times
where we would normally run our many successful events.
Tickets are £1 per week and the draws take place each Saturday evening. For every £1 ticket sale,
40p goes to our school so we will be benefitting for 52 weeks of the year! There will be a guaranteed
prize each week amounting to 30% of all Reading School ticket Sale plus the chance of a Grand
Jackpot Prize! Winners advised by email. Please see the attached leaflet for everything you need to
know about how to buy a ticket.
Do look out for further marketing on our Facebook, WhatsApp and Twitter Sites. Thank you so much
for supporting the boys at Reading School. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in
touch with Susie Gupta at Treasurer@readingschoolparents.co.uk.
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ZottaDeli Partnership
The RSPA has a Partnership with the Italian shop, Zotta Deli who are based in Winnersh.
Any purchases made in store using the (code 2021) by Reading School Parents would generate a
donation.
Having been a patron for many years I can thoroughly recommend giving them a try. ZottaDeli offers
beautiful top quality Italian food and hampers for gifts.
http://www.zottadeli.com
Address 383 Reading Road, Winnersh, Wokingham RG41 5LT Telephone 01189776222.
RSPA Committee Meeting – Thursday Feb 111th 7:30pm via Teams
We will be running the virtual Committee Meeting on Thursday 11th February via Teams, and we
would like to hear from parents about what they would like the RSPA to be involved with, to get new
fundraising ideas for this virtual world and goals, if you have any ideas on how we can continue to
support the school, the please come along and join us, The Committee Meetings are an open invite
to anyone who would like to become involved in the Reading School Parents’ Association, input ideas
or even just see what we are doing... we are grateful for any amount of help Parents and Carers can
offer and with more parental help we can obviously help the school and boys in so many more ways.
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetupjoin/19%3a03d645587c0646109516a54df903a268%40thread.tacv2/1611914211240?context=%7b%
22Tid%22%3a%22dd53a440-fd6a-405e-bbe652b1e61e82db%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f879c664-3478-41a3-a60a-431eeb3c589e%22%7d
Join conversation
teams.microsoft.com
An agenda will be provided closer to the time of the meeting. Hope to see you there!
Jaspreet
RSPA Secretary
Contact RSPA
Please note that the RSPA secretary email address has been changed, to avoid confusion with the
school secretary email address. The new RSPA secretary email address is:
RSPA-secretary@readingschoolparents.co.uk
You can continue to contact RSPA on:
contactus@readingschoolparents.co.uk
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